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Newsletter of the Sonning & Sonning Eye Society

WBC Local Plan Update

Make your views known before it’s too late!
Patrick Hamblin and Jeremy Gilmore

The public consultation on
Wokingham Borough Council’s
Local Plan Update is open until 15th
February 2019. This consultation
asks you about where you think
development should go and
whether there are locations suitable
for higher densities and taller
buildings. You will be able to see
all of the land being put forward
for development as part of this
process and provide comments on
its suitability.
It is understood that every
household within the Borough will
receive a leaflet inviting comments.
Briefings for residents are being
held and our local ones will be
between 7pm and 9pm on these
days:
• 10th Jan - Twyford - Loddon
Hall, Loddon Hall Road, RG10 9JA
• 12th Feb - Woodley - Oakwood
Centre, Headley Road, RG5 4JZ
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Six sites have been put forward
within Sonning, the majority
being for housing development.
Particular cause for concern is that
a number of the sites are currently
agricultural land and if developed
will inevitably lead to Sonning
village and Charvil merging. This is
in addition to increased pressures in
terms of infrastructure.
You should make your views
known by attending a briefing or
completing the online survey. Links

to this and to other parts of the
consultation can be found on the
Society website. You have until
4pm on Friday 15th February to
respond.
The intention is for Wokingham
Borough Council to produce a draft
local plan by Autumn 2019 that will
guide where and how growth will
take place in the Borough in the
years up to 2036.
You can be assured that your
Society will be represented at least
at one of these meetings.

Bridge is the newsletter of the
Sonning & Sonning Eye Society
email: bridge@sonning.org.uk
web: www.sonning.org.uk
Printed on paper from responsible sources by a
company supporting the Woodland Carbon Scheme
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>>Eye on Sonning
a view from the Bridge
Mike Hart, Chairman
73 guests attended the 15th
AGM of the Society and the
subsequent dinner in Pearson
Hall on Saturday 17th November
2018. Most of your committee
were re-elected for another year
but we were sad to say farewell
to Alan Furness who has given
notice of his intention to step
down as Treasurer after 11 years’
service. Many thanks go to
Alan for his steady hand on the
Society’s financial tiller.
This year we reverted to an
earlier custom of table hosts/
hostesses preparing the main
course dinner using a menu and
measured ingredients supplied
ready for cooking. We served
Burgundy Beef with meat
supplied by Shiplake Butchers,
delicious it was too.

Brigadier Maurice Sheen
gave the after-dinner speech
on “Sandhurst in the Sand”.
Many of you will recall Maurice from the time when he
was a house master at Reading
Blue Coat School. From there
he went on to teach elsewhere
and then spent long periods
in both Iraq and Afghanistan
training officers in those countries according to the standards
used in the Sandhurst Royal
Military Academy. The talk,
illustrated by slides and video
clips, showed the similarities
and differences between the two
establishments and many of the
unique conditions which were
experienced in these two wartorn environments. Much was
achieved by understanding the
cultural differences and making
appropriate adjustments and in
so doing Maurice made lasting
friendships. For example on
the day after the AGM Maurice
visited one of his Afghan interpreters, now living with his
family in the north of England,
having been granted political
asylum from his high-profile
position in Afghanistan.

The new audio system
recently installed in the hall
was tried out for Maurice’s
audio-visual presentation.
Some teething troubles were
experienced which will be
resolved before we start the
film club in the hall in the New
Year. As I explained to the
audience during the AGM, there
will be some entry costs as it
is necessary to licence the film
for public showing as well as to
hire the hall and provide a glass
of wine but we will keep them
to a minimum and hope that
the showings will provide an
enjoyable new feature to village
life.
In this edition of Bridge we
continue the focus on local
charities and organisations with
a look at the local branch of the
RNLI, its functions, committee
and the local events it puts on.
We are also pleased to print a
poem by Alastair Moncur on the
role of another kind of Bridge!

Executive Committee & Panels
Patrick Hamblin, Planning & Traffic Panel
Meetings & Planning Applications
Three meetings of the Panel were held
on 4th September, 16th October and
20th November 2018. Fifteen planning
applications were discussed.
Letters have been sent to the relevant
Local Authority in connection with the
following:
• the appeal against the serving of
two enforcement notices by South
Oxfordshire District Council relating to
the construction of a car park without
planning permission at Frizers Farm,
land adjacent to Orchard Lodge,
Sonning Eye.
• the installation of pods in the
gardens of the Great House/Coppa
Club.
A form was sent to Wokingham Borough
Council (WBC) regarding the very untidy
appearance of the central reservation on
the A4 between Pound Lane and Charvil
Lane where, in previous years, there has
been an excellent display of daffodils in
the spring. However the current length of
grass will mean no display will be seen in
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spring 2019.
Additional planning issues are:
• Sonning Eye Action Group (SEAG)
remains in communication with Sport
England, the owners of the Redgrave
Pincent Rowing Lake, following
alterations being made to the banks
that have now created a potentially
increased risk of flooding in Sonning
Eye.
Local Plan Update
See the front page of this issue of Bridge.
Traffic
In connection with the Sonning Lane
parking problems you will have noticed
there has been a major improvement in
the situation. There are now often only
six cars in the area where there used to
be up to sixty. Reading Blue Coat School
has made an arrangement with the
Berkshire County Sports Club for pupils
to park in the car park opposite the
school entrance and extensive work has
been carried out in the car park to make
this possible. The major involvement of

the Headmaster, Mr Jesse Elzinga, who
was determined to do something about
the street parking, is acknowledged.
In addition, WBC has put forward a
proposal to make parts of Sonning
Lane ‘no waiting at any time’ areas
with appropriate yellow lines. These will
hopefully be the narrower, primrose in
colour lines rather than the bright yellow
lines. Formal notices of intention by
WBC have been displayed in Sonning
Lane.
SPC Planning Committee meetings
The Society has been represented at all
the above meetings as an observer since
the last edition.
Composition and Terms of Reference of
the Planning Panel
The Panel guidelines have been
discussed and the Panel is comfortable
they are being used correctly.
The Panel is pleased that Bob Hulley has
agreed to join the Panel as an additional
member.
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The Sonning Branch

Royal National Lifeboat Institution
David Bates, Branch Chairman
The RNLI, as most of us are aware, is an organisation dedicated to saving lives at sea, in the Thames
estuary and many popular beach destinations. The
lifeboat stations operate from around the United
Kingdom and the Republic of Ireland, all under
one RNLI organisation based in Poole Dorset.
Lifeboat crews receive specialised training
and are supplied with the latest all weather
equipment. Crews are voluntary, but there is a
very small number of permanent crew members,
such as mechanics who are permanently required
and so are in full time employment with the
RNLI.
There is a long waiting list at most lifeboat
stations to become crew members, despite the
dangers, risks and hardships involved. Their
bravery is clear to see and to be grateful for.
The annual budget required to run the
organisation is around £177 million. This is
funded by donations from various sources, such
as fund raising and bequests from the public. It
is independent from the government in terms of
funding and control. The RNLI works closely with
other emergency services such as the Coastguard
and Air Sea Rescue, which until recently was
operated by the Royal Air Force and the Royal
Navy. Bristow, a UK company, won the Air Sea
Rescue contract and now run the Air Sea Rescue
service for the government.
A large part of the funding comes from
hundreds of branches set up in villages and towns
across the U.K. & Ireland, Sonning Branch is one
of these.
Our branch was started nearly 50 years
ago. Corrie Wright and Caroline Rimell were
responsible for founding Sonning RNLI and were
the first committee members. We have been
fundraising ever since.
Our committee is currently made up of 7
committee members who run the fund raising
events in Sonning The committee includes Lynn
Woodhouse, Judy Baldwin, Heather Thomas, Jo
Garrard, Glen Beard, David McIlroy and myself.
I have been chairman now for over 25 years. We
have a President - Roger Hicks, who was also a
chairman for many years.
We run two fund raising events every year. Our
Garden Party is held in a Sonning garden in June
and has been running since Corrie and Caroline
introduced it. This event is where we have a
traditional marquee with modest food and wine.
We have a free bar and nibbles for the duration
of the event, all funded by one ticket price. This
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event raises in the region of £1,500 with every
penny going to the RNLI. We are very grateful to
all those Sonning residents who host these events
in their beautiful gardens. This is a classic English
Village Garden Party, where everyone in the
community is welcome and it has always proved a
great success.
Our second event is the RNLI Music Night, it
includes a supper and is held in the Pearson Hall
in February. We encourage local people of varying
musical ability to perform. Over the years we
have seen some very highly talented performers
and regularly
have Sam Brown’s
Ukulele Band.
Everyone, including
performers, buy
a ticket and they
perform free of
charge. The Music
Night is now 20
years old and is as
popular as ever.

Everyone spends a great deal of time preparing
for this event and we are extremely grateful for all
their help. We raise £1,500 - £2,000 for the RNLI
at the Music Night.
Whenever possible we try to hold a third event
in Sonning to raise extra funds. In the past we
have auctioned a
wooden oar painted
in Olympic colours,
which we managed
to have signed by
Redgrave Pincent
and other winning
Olympic crew
members. This raised over £4,000. Another event
was a talk by the inventor Trevor Bayliss who
invented the wind up radio.
My thanks go out to our committees over the
years and all of you in the community, who have
supported our fund raising efforts for the RNLI.
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Sonning Field Pond showing the vegetation that had
gradually colonised the area and during the clearance

Sonning Habitat
Enhancement Programme
Professor Alastair Driver launches a new initiative

S&SES members will
recall the “scorched
earth” policy that
Network Rail started to
implement at Sonning
Cutting four years ago.

Fortunately the local residents called me in, leading to a
switch of plan from clear-felling
to coppicing of Ash and Hazel
etc. and pollarding of the 180
year-old oak trees. Well we
weren’t the only ones in the
country affected by draconian
line-side clearance practices
and as a result, the government
commissioned a “Network
Rail Vegetation Management
Review” which has just been
published on the gov.uk website.
Given our crucial involvement in
shaping a different approach at
Sonning, I was consulted on this
review and attended a national
workshop to raise issues and
make recommendations. All
of my key recommendations
have been taken on board and
we even get a specific mention
in the final report: “At Sonning
Cutting, an innovative alternative approach was agreed with
the local community representa-
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tive (Professor Alastair Driver,
a professional ecologist) which
included: pollarding 170-year-old
oaks which would otherwise have
been cleared, retaining the maximum amount of scrub to meet
safety requirements, leaving dead
timber on-site in a safe place and
agreeing mitigation for biodiversity loss……..”
The reference to agreeing
mitigation for biodiversity loss
relates to the establishment of
Network Rail’s “Greater West
No Net Loss Programme”, which
has set aside funds for habitat
improvements – particularly

tree and scrub planting – to help
compensate for the impacts of
their lineside tree and scrub
clearance. This pot can be spent
on projects as close as possible to
the main railway line within the
relevant local authority areas, of
which Wokingham BC is one.
I applied for funding for this
programme on behalf of Reading
University Farms and Reading
Blue Coat School, because I was
aware of major opportunities for
habitat improvement on their
land which could benefit from
such funding and tick the right
boxes for the funders.

Sonning Cutting - from Bridge Issue 42: Spring 2015
The initial work carried out by Network Rail,
described as ‘the massacre of Sonning Cutting’ led
to many trees being cut down or very poorly and
dramatically reduced with much of the undergrowth
being removed. The banks of the Sonning Cutting
were home to a variety of trees, wildlife and plants
and much of the habitat has been destroyed.
Thanks to the intervention of Theresa May and Ali
Driver the work was stopped and there have been
various discussions involving Network Rail and Ali.
Ali produced a ten-point plan for the remainder of
the work that is being carried out, which has been
generally accepted by Network Rail.
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>>Bridge Ends
Notes and queries

Roadworks
Electric Trains & Smart Motorways
Network Rail report that Butts Hill
Road Bridge should be fully open
to traffic in time for Christmas. The
published plan is that the new electric
trains will run on the Elizabeth line
connecting West to East via central
London from 2019.
According to Highways England the
central reservation works on the

As a result, we now have
secured £50K for what I am
calling the Sonning Habitat
Enhancement Programme
(SHEP), to be spent on a number
of wildlife habitat improvements
within the parish.

Sonning Field Pond
after completion of the work
and awaiting some rain
Thanks to Ali for these photos

Fencing off and planting of native shrubs in a grassland buffer strip on the
barren pastureland alongside the A4 between Sonning and Charvil.
Planting of native shrubs in a grassland buffer strip in arable fields
alongside Broadmoor Lane.
Thinning of unwanted non-native invasive trees and shrubs including
Laurel and spindly Sycamores etc in Reading Blue Coat School woods and
replacement with native trees and shrubs.
Clearance of choking vegetation in Sonning Field Pond in the RBCSowned nature reserve field. (Completed)
Sowing of a wildflower seed mix at Sonning Field and Ali’s Pond LNR
meadows. (Completed)
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are ahead of schedule and their
new logistics compound is almost
complete. However the narrow lanes
and speed restrictions will remain in
place for the time being.

Sonning Habitat Enhancement Progamme

We have already carried
out the pond clearance, which
was done when the pond was
dry in September to minimise
the impact on wildlife – we
just need a solid month of rain
to fill it up again! In addition,
by the time you read this, the
wild flower sowing will have
also happened. We have just
received consent from Historic
England for the work at Reading
University Farm because there
are scheduled archaeological
sites in both sites (although
the planting areas are nowhere

M4 between junction 8/9 and 10

near any of the historic find
locations). The planting here
and that at RBCS is expected
to happen in the New Year. If
anyone thought this kind of
process was easy however, you
can think again! I have already
spent over 60 hours on formfilling and in phone and email
conversations to get us to this
stage and we have hardly put
a spade in the ground yet! It’ll
be worth it though and I will
be reporting in future on the
wonderful wildlife that I fully
expect to prosper in these areas.

Watchout! Thieves About
A Sonning resident returned home
mid-afternoon last Tuesday to discover
a van parked in her driveway. A big
burly man approached her and implied
that he was a courier and asked her
to let him out. She complied, at which
point the van exited at high speed
leaving her to discover that they had
been in the process of removing
a significant amount of york stone
paving.
The police have been made aware of
this matter but you are urged to keep
your eyes open for unusual activity
generally and in particular around the
Christmas holidays when properties
are left unattended.
In this case the van was a very clean,
black pick-up with a bull bar and
containing two large gentlemen you
wouldn’t want to approach. Be careful
out there!
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Sonning Old Men’s Bridge
Alastair Moncur - relates the unofficial history of the first 25 years
Hugh Calvert dealt with skin complaints.
Curing them all without constraints,
While George Ashford, who lived next door,
Was BP director in charge of law.

Then old George died in ninety eight,
And A.Moncur came in his stead.
Alastair, of early computer fame,
Well, maybe not, but new t’ t’ game.

Both lived in Thames Street (southern side)
And started Sonning old men’s bridge With Mark BS and Charlie Gray.
(Not known as such, though, I may say).

He became the schè-du-‘ler,
Of each week’s four and where they met.
As he joined, they upped the stake,
So it took him years a gain to make.

Mark and Jo were architects (and Mark
Had rowed in th’ Olympics ‘forty eight).
With Charles, businessman and India hand.
To the group they added weight.

Charles Gray, he was the next to go,
And the wartime fogeys thought it best
To honour him by playing on
Just an hour or two after he had gone.

Bob Vincent was their number five,
And Tony Rimell - Man alive,
He was himself a cricket blue
At Cambridge, not some modern dive.

Colin Pierce, from the Royal Air Force
And runner - by choice not from duress Became the group’s number one reserve
And played a lot, I must confess.

Four of these six would play each week,
At rubber bridge, using bid techniques
As old as the hills, or none at all,
Enough to drive one up the wall.

When Bob then died, our Colin switched.
From “Group Captain” and rê-serve too
He became in full a “Group Member”
(We’re now in the year two oh oh two).

ACOL meant not a thing to them,
Perhaps Culbertson to some extent?
But only as and when they meant
And else to chaos they were bent.

And, for the first time, I now report,
The old men no more could walk.
A car took three beyond the streets
Of old Sonning ev-ery few weeks.

The Calverts moved to Henley, so
John Edmonds came in in place of Hugh,
Sometimes, though, he drove the four
To play with the doc as was his due.

By this time, of course, four men had gone,
To make a table somewhere, somewhen.
Tony resigned, and would play no more
So those on earth were down to four.

John, diplomat and ex-Navy
Liked to lay down the social law,
Concerning the teas the spouses made
And how they fed the group of four.

Allan Williams joined, so back to five
And Gren and Jock agreed to be
Back-up players from time to time
For when one of the five just was not free.

The current four
From left: Allan Williams, Colin Pierce,
Alastair Moncur & Rodney Huggins
Photo: Valerie Moncur
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Allan came from Kenya land,
Was an accountant, and often flew
To Bangkok town in old Thailand
And other places old and new.

We could not have come to where we are
Were it not for the ladies, who have been
Surrogate men for playing cards
And/or as charming teatime queens.

Gren Bail-êy a doctor was
And started the surgery in LoddonVale.
He lived with Nancy in Thatched Cottage
Quite close to John, in his North Lodge..

Who were or are these ladies kind?
Vera, Donia, Jo and Dawne
Armine, Valerie, Joan, come to mind
With Wendy, Sheila and Jo-sîe.

Gren took over when Mark moved away,
(By now in the year two oh oh Seven).
The next year Mike Loudwell came
To rê-place Gren in bridge’s heaven.

Add Nancy and Rosemary thereto.
Then other men for a mere time or two:
Jock Worsley, Michael Schemilt, and Vince
And Allan’s Polish friend.

Michael, in full, not Mike Loudwell.
He worked in insurance all his life,
Played brilliantly at chess, as well,
And had reserve Sheila as his wife.

Twenty five years or so until today
I wonder who, if anyone,
Will continue this saga up until
Another twenty five are done?

When he too went in twenty ten,
A second four had gone up or down.
So two tables’ worth can play elsewhere,
Leaving again just four, so now . . .

				Alastair Moncur
				August 2018

Rodney Huggins joined and made a fifth.
As next door neighbour to Allan in West Drive,
He was big in Rot-a-rŷ,
And, for his living, as a judge had thrived.
So that is where we are today,
Except that John, himself, has died
In twenty fifteen I think it was
Now three years gone with time and tide.

If you would like to contribute towards some part of the next
25 years, please e-mail Alastair on afmoncur@gmail.com, or
phone Colin Pierce on (0118) 969 3779. We play social rubber
bridge, of middling standard, on Tuesday afternoons from 2-5
pm, including a tea break. We need two full time members,
plus reserves. Shorter sessions, and much less pressurised than
full sessions of duplicate bridge in clubs!

Our Next Events
Two events in Pearson Hall for the New Year

FILM CLUB: The Guernsey Literary and Potato Peel Pie Society
January 29th, doors open at 7.00pm
The Society is launching a Film Club using the newly installed AV equipment in Pearson Hall.
The inaugural meeting will be on Tuesday 29th January when we’ll be showing the 2018 film
based on Mary Ann Shaffer & Annie Barrow’s epistolary novel. Lilly James leads an ensemble
cast (including Glen Powell, Tom Courtenay and Penelope Wilson) in an irresistible romantic
mystery set on postwar Guernsey and directed by Mike Newell (Four Weddings and a Funeral).
Cost of attendance is £5 for members (£6 for guests) which includes a glass of wine.
Tickets are on sale at the door.

TALK: The History of Caversham Court Gardens with Linda Humphreys-Evans
February 15th at 7.30pm in Pearson Hall
In the 12th century the Monks of Notley Abbey built Caversham Manor for the canon of St
Peters Church and for centuries the garden was developed and used by the various families
who later acquired the estate. The house was demolished in 1930 but the beautiful garden
and its many fine specimen trees remain. This historic garden within the Conservation Area
has won several awards and now provides an excellent green space for the public on the
banks of the busy River Thames.
Tickets £4 (or £5 guests) are available from Penny Feathers. Contact her by email to
penny.feathers@btinternet.com or 0118 9343193.
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Dates For Your Diaries
The events that are organised by the Society are shaded in brown but we now include other
events within the environs of Sonning and Sonning Eye which we hope will give a more complete
view of village life. If you are the organiser of a forthcoming attraction that you would like to see
included in this list please contact us and email the details to bridge@sonning.org.uk

Future Events

23rd November
8.15pm

The Mill at Sonning, First Night: Guys & Dolls
Directed and choreographed by Joseph Pitcher

Performances until 23rd February 2019
Tickets available from millatsonning.com

10th January
7 - 9 pm

Public briefing on WBC Local Plan Update
at Loddon Hall, Loddon Hall Road, Twyford

29th January
at 7pm

Film Club: The Guernsey Literary & Potato Peel Society
in Pearson Hall. Tickets £5 (Guests £6)

10th February
7 - 9 pm

Public briefing on WBC Local Plan Update
at Oakwood Centre, Headley Road, Woodley

13th February at 7.45pm

S&SES Executive Committee meeting in Pearson Hall

15th February at 4 pm

WBC Local Plan Update - DEADLINE for comments

15th February at 7.30pm

The History of Caversham Court Gardens - a talk in Pearson Hall
by Linda Humphreys-Evans

Tickets available from Penny Feathers

23rd February
8.15pm

The Mill at Sonning, First Night: Gaslight
A spine-chilling psychological thriller by Patrick Hamilton

Performances until 18th April
Tickets available from millatsonning.com

26th February
at 7pm

Film Club: TBA
in the Pearson Hall. Tickets £5 (Guests £6)

Tickets available on the door
Details will be available on our website

22nd March at 7.30pm

Brunel and the Great Western Railway - a talk in Pearson Hall by
Lionel Williams

Tickets available from Penny Feathers

26th March
at 7pm

Film Club: TBA
in the Pearson Hall. Tickets £5 (Guests £6)

Tickets available on the door
Details will be available on our website

3rd April at 7.45pm

S&SES Executive Committee meeting in Pearson Hall

Members of the Society are very welcome

2nd May
8.15pm

The Mill at Sonning, First Night: A Belly Full
World premier of Mary Colin Chisholm & Marcia Kash’s new play

Performances until 15th June
Tickets available from millatsonning.com

Tickets available on the door

Members of the Society are very welcome

>> Membership information
A warm welcome is extended to new members:
Mr & Mrs A Basey
Mr & Mrs M Dearlove
Mr & Mrs M Holland
Welcome packs for new residents are available from Lesley Heaney, our Membership
Secretary (membership@sonning.org.uk), so please mention the Society when you chat to
your new neighbours. We can also be found on Facebook and at www.sonning.org.uk.

Bridge is the quarterly newsletter published by the
Sonning and Sonning Eye Society
email: bridge@sonning.org.uk web: www.sonning.org.uk
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