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Canon Chris Clarke
Bob Hine, Vice Chairman

Canon Chris Clarke died on 13th 
August 2020 as we announced 
in the previous edition of Bridge 
just as we were going to print. His 
children, Helen and Julian, kindly 
provided an obituary which was 
printed in full in the recent Parish 
Magazine. So I wanted to paint in 
the details of Chris’s involvement 
with the Society.

Chris’s contribution to the 
Society was significant, particularly 
because he was elected its first 
Chairman on its formation in 2004.

It was John Edmonds who 
prompted the idea of forming the 
“Sonning & Sonning Eye Society” 

to build upon the activities of two 
groups of residents already meeting 
in Sonning. At that time Sonning 
Parish Council (SPC) was not 
functioning as well as some wished 
and was finding it difficult to agree 
in particular on the question of 
the Third River Crossing as well 
as various aspects of planning 
applications. Although Chris was 
pleased to say that this problem was 
eventually resolved, at that time it 
was a great concern to many of us.

One group of the residents 
consisted mainly of people living 
on the north side of Thames Street 
and in Sonning Eye. They were 
concerned about a proposal being 
promoted by some, including South 
Oxfordshire District Councillors, 
that if there was to be another 
Thames Crossing (although they 
were not sure they wanted one) 
it should run from Charvil to the 
north east of Sonning. The group, 
brought together by Alvin Rakoff 
and Sally Hughes, were convinced 
that another Thames Crossing was 
needed but that it should be to the 
west of Sonning, as an extension of 
the A329M/A3290.

The second group of residents 
were concerned about certain 
planning cases, notably in the 
Sonning Conservation Area. They 
considered it important for new 
developments to be in character 
with their surroundings. This group 
came together at John Edmond’s 
initiative and worked to influence 
SPC, Wokingham Borough 
Council and sometimes individual 
developers.

Chris was aware of the existence 
of the groups and in sympathy with 
their aims but was not a member 
of either. By early 2004 everyone 
recognised that, in order to increase 
their influence, they needed a more 
formal structure. 

John Edmonds came up with 
the idea of forming a Civic Society. 
He talked to District Councillors 
and others, particularly members 
of the Hurst Society which had 
been active in their area for some 
30 years. John and Alvin believed 
that a Society built on the strengths 
of these informal groups needed a 
Chairman who was not a member 
of either. Chris was not sure how 
his name came up but he does 
remember John Edmonds calling at 
the Vicarage and not leaving until 
agreeing to his request! 

Chris always said others must 
judge how successful we have been 
in meeting our aims. For his part 
Chris was delighted at some of the 
things we were able to influence 
– and how much he learned about 
the two villages thanks to the 
Education Panel which is an asset 
not all Civic Societies enjoy.

Chris stepped down in April 
2008 when he retired from 40 years 
in the Ministry and he and his wife 
Christine moved from Sonning to 
Upton Snodsbury.

Christopher George Clarke
1943 - 2020

Taken at the reception in St. Andrew's 
to mark Chris’s retirement as Chairman 

of the Society in April 2008. 
Photo by Mark Green.
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Mike Hart, Chairman

I’m writing this towards the 
end of the second lockdown 
with the prospect in sight 
of normality returning next 
year following the Covid-19 
vaccination programme. It is 
with this sense of optimism 
that we have decided to prepare 
for the 2021 programme of 
talks commencing in March, 
details of which are to be found 
inside this issue. We are also 
hoping to show the film, The 
Quiet American, that had to be 
cancelled in March 2020 due to 
lockdown. Of course we don’t 
yet know what rules will be 
in force by then so there is a 
possibility that we will have to 
postpone but let’s be optimistic.

Our AGM took place 
on Saturday evening 21st 
November. This is usually 
one of the highlights of 
the village social calendar 
as it is followed by supper 
and an after-dinner speaker 

but this year the AGM was 
held on Zoom. Despite the 
lack of social interaction 
and festivities well over 
20 members attended. 
Reports on the prior year 
were presented and the 
nominations for committee 
positions were read out and 
voted upon. Your committee 
for 2020/21 is as follows:

Chairman Mike Hart

Vice Chairman Bob Hine

Hon Secretary Andy Bell

Hon Treasurer Joan Collins

Members Ali Driver

Patrick Hamblin

Lesley Heaney

Annabella Marks

Co-Opted Jeremy Gilmore

Heather Kay

Patrick will remain as 
chair of the planning and 
traffic panel and Lesley 
as membership secretary. 
We were very sorry to lose 
Pauline Simmonds as a 
committee member and chair 
of the education and social 
panel, a position she had 
held for the past 9 years, but 
I’m delighted to report that 
Heather Kay has agreed to 

take on this role with the 
support of the other panel 
members, Penny Feathers, 
Annabella and Patrick. We 
owe Pauline a big "thank 
you" for managing the very 
interesting programme of 
talks, walks and social events 
whilst she chaired the panel.

As Jeremy recounts in 
this issue, good progress has 
been made by the Sonning 
Neighbourhood Plan steering 
group and it is hoped to 
issue a questionnaire to all 
Sonning residents in the New 
Year. This is an important 
stage in the Neighbourhood 
Plan process and, judging by 
the big turnout at the public 
meeting in the hall earlier 
this year, it is clear that 
many residents are keenly 
interested. We are, therefore, 
expecting a good response.

It’s great to have a real 
village shop back in the heart 
of the village, Kathy explains 
the background to her 
decision to open the Village 
Hamper on page 4. We need 
to keep supporting her and 
our other local hospitality 
businesses, the French Horn, 
Bull and Great House, during 
these difficult times.

>>Eye on Sonning 
a view from the Bridge

Meetings & Planning Applications
Monthly virtual meetings of the Panel 
continue to have been held since the 
last edition of Bridge. From August to 
December a total of 20 applications 
were discussed at these meetings or 
separately by email. Objections or 
comments were sent to Wokingham 
Borough Council after these meetings 
relating to a small number of 
applications, including an objection to 
the application to provide 57 dwellings 
for older people on land to the south of 
Old Bath Road. In addition comments 
were sent to South Oxfordshire 
District Council in connection with 
a development in Sonning Eye. Our 
previous comments relating to an 
application for a dwelling to be built 
on the site of the former pavilion in 

Holme Park Sports Ground off Sonning 
Lane were restated to the Planning 
Inspectorate following notice of an 
appeal by the applicant

Local Plan Update
No further comments currently.
 
Old Bath Road Sports Ground 
(Old Redingensians ground)
No further comments currently.

Traffic
As noted in the last edition, Panel 
members are participating in a working 
group consisting of representatives of 
Sonning Parish Council, WBC, and 
others to endeavour to find solutions to 
the road safety problems in Sonning. 

Speeds of up to 80 mph and 70 mph 
have been recorded in Sonning Lane and 
Pound Lane, respectively.

Third Thames Crossing
The Panel is in early discussion with 
various parties in connection with the 
Reading Borough Council and other 
Local Authorities plans for a third bridge 
across the Thames.

Neighbourhood Plans
See Bridge Ends on page 7 for the latest 
information on the Neighbourhood Plan.

SPC Planning Committee meetings
The Society monitors all the applications 
and ‘attends’ the virtual meetings, where 
appropriate.

Executive Committee & Panels
Patrick Hamblin, Planning & Traffic Panel
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Travelling into Sonning from a number of directions 
you cannot help but notice the signs that officially 
record the close link existing between the communities 
of Ligugé and Sonning which was formally established 
in 1995.  Ligugé was already twinned with a German 
village and knew the benefits of such a link so when, 
in 1992, the  Mayor’s niece was visiting England she 
had a special task from her uncle to find a suitable 
village with which to twin. On a visit to Reading she 
discovered Sonning which she considered to be a 
delightful and compatible village! 

Following this, the Mayor wrote to Sonning Parish 
Council and, after several exploratory exchange visits 
and meetings, both Sonning Parish Council and the 
Counseil Municipal in Ligugé agreed to formally 
twin. In 1995 a charter was signed in both Sonning 
(September) and Ligugé (November). Part of the initial 
process involved those in Sonning interested in taking 
the twinning idea forward establishing a ‘working 
party’ and from this the Sonning Twinning Association 
was established with Mary Chapman as the first 
chairman. Some members of this original group are still 
part of our current committee.

The charter, which hangs in the Pearson Hall states:
 ‘We will encourage our citizens to foster 

friendship and mutual understanding with the 
people of Ligugé, believing in the principles of 
international peace and accord. We especially 
wish to promote cultural exchange between 
our two schools and between the families of 
our two communities. We hope that contacts 

between our young people will develop 
lifelong friendships and strengthen the bonds 
between us. We also seek to forge sporting, 

social, cultural and professional links between 
our citizens of all ages.’

It is these words (which are also found in our 
constitution) that continue to direct the work and 
activities of our association as we strive to live out the 
spirit of the charter. 

My initial involvement with the association was 
as head of Sonning Primary School. It was important 
to continue the excellent work of my predecessor, 
Rosemary Bartlett, who had helped to establish the 
school exchange visits. Over past years it was a pleasure 
to continue with this and for me to witness, first hand, 

the spirit of twinning in evidence as both groups of 
children got to know each other, attended lessons 
at each other’s school, learnt more about family life 
whilst staying with their host family and hopefully 
increased their French or English vocabulary!  There 
was also time to explore the local area including a visit 
to the Futuroscope theme park near Poitiers. This was 
often the highlight for the Sonning children as well 
as the fact that there was no school on a Wednesday 
afternoon in France!  Sadly, in more recent times, 
these exchanges have diminished due to difficulties 
on both sides finding host families as well as tighter 
restrictions about exchange visits. When French 
teaching in primary schools was given a raised profile 
my pupils also enjoyed setting up a French Café serving 
croissants, confiture ( jam) and hot chocolate either to 
visitors in Beech Lodge or their peers in the school hall.  

The association also offers a bursary (usually 
annually) of £250 to enable a young person to visit 
Ligugé to further the importance of the links between 
the youth and young people of our two communities.  
The winner stays with a Ligugé family with younger 
winners usually accompanied by a parent. Applications 
are open to anyone in Sonning under 18. Winners from 
both Sonning Primary and the Bluecoat School have 
thoroughly enjoyed this opportunity with contact often 
continuing long after their visit.  Although not officially 

organised by the association it has been good to see the 
sporting links that have developed between Bluecoat 
School and local sports teams in the Poitiers area. The 
association has provided support when needed such as 
hosting visiting coaches and staff.  

Our events always try to bring a flavour of France 
to Sonning! The Beaujolais Nouveau suppers and wine 
tasting events are always popular especially when 
our special guest has been a local wine grower from 
Ligugé! In the past we have celebrated Bastille Day, 
held quizzes, a cookery weekend, supper and film 
nights and more recently a Summer BBQ hosted by 
one of our committee members. Very successful French 
conversation classes were also 
run for a number a years in 

The Sonning Twinning 
Association Twinned with Ligugé, 1995 

Lesley Green, Chairman

Continued on page 7   → 
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Open All Hours		             Part One: Birth of The Village Hamper

Kathy Drogemuller, Proprietor of the Village Hamper

The doors to “The Village Hamper” 
were opened for the first time in 
early September after many months 
of renovation and refurbishment to 
the property and even more months 
prior to that of negotiation and 
planning.

It all began several years ago 
with the thought that the one 
thing this lovely village of ours 
seemed to be lacking was a small 
shop. Somewhere to pop to for 
a pint of milk or for those vital, 
but forgotten, ingredients for the 
recipe you are half-way through 
making. The thought took hold, and 
slowly began to flourish. It didn’t 
take too long to recognise that the 
first challenge would be where to 
site such a venture - commercial 
properties in Sonning are few – and 
the second challenge would be how 
to finance it?

I had been working in IT for a 
number of years, which I enjoyed, 
however in 2015 my role was moved 
from Slough to east London and 
with it I faced the prospect of a 
long daily commute to the city. As 
it happened this proved to be just 
the incentive that I needed and the 
following summer, I launched “La 
Bas Co” ice cream. The concept was 
that I would sell ice cream on sunny 
weekends from a traditional-style 
bicycle and thereby build enough 
capital to develop a small retail 

premises to serve as a village shop.
Sonning Parish Council were 

very supportive in granting me 
permission to use the wharf area 
beside the bridge; the ice creams 
were very well received, and for 
me it proved to be an immensely 
enjoyable activity - spending 
time beside the river, serving and 
chatting with my customers! 

I don’t remember exactly when 
I heard that Bobby was looking 
to relinquish his lease on the Ivy 
restaurant but the opportunity 
to take on the property certainly 
provided a solution to my first 
challenge. The question of financing 
the venture was however more of 
an issue as the ice cream business 
hadn’t yet built up anywhere near 
enough capital.

An elderly, close family friend 
came to the rescue when he 
kindly agreed to back me and 
so the negotiations were able to 
commence. These turned out to 
be extremely protracted and my 
patience was tested as “deadline” 
after “deadline” arrived… and passed 
by. Solicitors, business partners, 
the property owner, architects, 
surveyors: all needed to be 
consulted or engaged and it took an 
extraordinary amount of time. 

Then tragedy struck. The close 
family friend (my financial backer) 

became increasingly frail and on 
2nd January this year, he sadly died. 
Frankly, I doubt he would have 
coped well with the restrictions we 
have all faced this year as a result of 
Covid-19, so in that regard it was a 
blessing, but he is greatly missed.

I had already come so far with 
the negotiations and at significant 
cost so rather than back out I 
decided that my best approach was 
to continue in the hope that at some 
point a solution to the financial 
issue would be found. And it was. 

I will always be hugely grateful 
to the person who, not only shared 
my vision for a village shop, but 
without hesitation offered to step in 
as soon as they became aware of the 
situation. They also put enormous 
trust and faith in me to realise the 
dream. I hope I have done them 
proud.

Things seemed to be progressing 
and, as Bobby was keen to let 
his customers know about his 
departure, we agreed to the end of 
March as an exchange date. No one 
could’ve foreseen what was about to 
happen to our daily lives.

Bobby closed the doors to the 
Ivy restaurant on 21st March, two 
days prior to Lockdown. I was 
prepared to take on the lease at 
this time, however solicitors and 
land-agents deemed that further 

Kathy with her daughter Stephanie in 
the freshly opened Village Hamper. 
(Thanks to Kathy for all the photos.)
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negotiation was required. What 
was already a very slow process 
became even more protracted with 
the restrictions imposed upon us 
due to Covid-19. I was very keen 
to start work on redesigning and 
remodelling the property so, with 
Bobby’s permission, I was given 
the key and set to work clearing 
the rear garden area. I have long 
been a keen allotment holder and 
the prospect of being able to tend 
vegetables right in my back garden 
was thrilling.

The garden space was in a very 
poor state. Much of it was laid with 
concrete pavers, which resembled 
railway sleepers, or covered with 
a deep layer of small stones, 
presumably to keep the weeds 
at bay. The fence which spanned 
the length of the garden on one 
side was derelict and in need of 
replacement. Towards the end of 
the garden, a mattress was propped 
against another small fence and 
beyond that was an area that was 
so completely overgrown that it hid 
an entire greenhouse that hadn’t 
seen the light of day in many, many 
years. 

My brother, a landscape 
gardener, runs “Outdoor Space” in 
Caversham and had, whilst Covid 
restrictions were in place, agreed 
to help me with the work. We 
started work by clearing a path 
to the greenhouse at the far end 
and began working our way back 
towards the property in sections. 
The first section was the area 
which lay directly in front of the 
greenhouse. This was a huge task 
as, at some point in the past, it had 
been used as a dumping ground. 
We uncovered sheets and sheets 
of glass, that lay buried beneath 
years of composted leaves; there 
were patio stones laid on top of 
patio stones; and no end of general 
waste. It all had to be got rid of and 
the only way from the back garden 
to the front of the property was 
through the building. Barrowload 
after barrowload of rubble was 
trundled out and, for the most part, 

taken by mother in her car to the 
nearby quarry. It wasn’t long before 
she came to know the crew at the 
quarry site by first name.

The concrete pavers were lifted 
and where possible cleaned and 
relaid to form a new structure to 
the garden. Many were broken in 
the process and so added to the, 
already, immense pile of rubble. 
Meanwhile negotiations were still 
being finalised and we had put in 
a couple of weeks work before I 
was finally able to sign the tenancy 
contract but we were in lockdown, 
there was very little else to do and 
it did give us a bit of a head start.

My solicitor cautioned me 
against signing under the current 
circumstances but, in my mind, 
it was too late, I was already fully 
committed. 

Once the lease was signed, I was 
able to start work on the interior 
of the property. There was a lot of 
work to complete to the upstairs 
rooms as that was to become my 
new home, but the emphasis was 
to get the deli and tea room up and 
running.

The kitchen under ‘The Ivy 
Restaurant’ housed a large clay 
tandoori oven. I had considered 
listing it for sale on eBay, but Jason 
Smith (the, then, head chef at the 
Bull) one evening mentioned that 
he had always wanted a tandoori 
oven. Jason and Sian had always 
been so supportive of my ice cream 
business, allowing me to store 
excess tubs of ice cream in the Bull’s 
large freezers when my capacity 
was overloaded, so I decided the 

least I could do was to let them 
have it. So one afternoon my two 
sons wheeled this enormous oven 
down the High Street to the Bull. 
Jason later told me it took him more 
than three days to clean it. I was 
not surprised. 

The property was in rather a 
poor state. There was no heating 
to the accommodation area; 
carpets were beyond threadbare; 
and exposed wooden floors were 
covered with grease and grime. The 
bathroom furniture and floor were 
heavily soiled and there was a lot 
of rubbish left behind that needed 
to be disposed of. This was going to 
need much more than just a lick of 
paint. 

Although I had been in 
possession of the key to the 
property for a few weeks before 
signing the contract, until I 
officially signed I didn’t want 
to disturb anything within the 
building. So it was that it went 
unnoticed that the two large 
freezers in the basement had been 
turned off… yet still had food 

“My solicitor cautioned me 
against signing.....but it was too 
late, I was already committed.”

The garden behind the Village Hamper, 
before (above with the mattresses piled 
up)and two photos showing it after a lot 
of hard graft.
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Open All Hours cont.

Malchance by Jane Gascoine
In the early 60’s I got a job at London Airport as a (uniformed) travel representative and my job was to see 

people, who travelled with my company, in and out of the country.
I was standing one night at about 10.30pm at the Air France desk, enquiring about a flight, when I noticed 

the (now late) Duke of Bedford was also standing there looking so suave and handsome in his dinner jacket. 
Apparently he had a lady-friend in Paris and he was trying to get on the midnight flight to see her.

He asked to speak to the manager. “Do you mean Mr Zammit?” asked the girl behind the desk. “Did you say 
Dammit?” enquired the Duke. I chuckled and rushed away to meet my flight.

Later when I was coming back along the concourse, I saw the Duke walking the other way. When he reached 
me he said out of the corner of his mouth “Dammit’s the word!”

in them. When I did eventually 
discover the horrors of the putrid 
and foetid contents of those 
freezers it was all I could do to 
hold my breakfast down. Emptying 
those freezers was genuinely one of 
the most nauseating and disgusting 
tasks I have ever had to face.

There is a sunken patio at the 
rear of the property and you climb 
6 or 7 steps to get up to the garden 
level. Whenever it rained the 
water would naturally drain down 
from the upper level and the patio 
would flood. Not only that but I 
began to notice a terrible smell 
would accompany the flooding 
and suspected that the drain was 
blocked. I pressed the landlady to 
sort the issue but week after week, 
technician after technician was sent 
out from the drain company with 

no solution to the problem. One 
day, after several days of persistent 
rain, the flood rose to just below 
the threshold of the back door and 
the stench from the blocked drain 
became so strong it could be smelt 
from the front door. I consider 
myself to be a very patient person 
but after weeks of trying to get the 
issue resolved I had had enough - 
this was unacceptable. A strongly 
worded email to the property 
owner soon saw some results and 
before too long a pump had been 
installed and the water redirected 
from the patio to be drained away 
through the water system.

My brother and I soon fell into 
a routine of working in the garden 
when the weather was fine and 
working on the inside when not. As 
well there were other contractors 
on site – some of my own and some 
of the landlady’s – all being very 

careful about working at different 
times so as to reduce contact 
during what was, by now, a global 
pandemic. It made progress very 
slow. Some contractors weren’t 
working at all; others were working 
but couldn’t get materials; and the 
carpenter who I had worked with 
on a number of projects developed 
gout and had to pull away from the 
job completely. 

The weeks turned into months. 
Part of the issue too was that 
no area of the property was left 
untouched – every room needed 
attention. There was of course some 
progress but there still seemed to 
be such a long way to go before the 
shop and tea room would be ready.
[You’ll have to wait for the next 
episode of Kathy’s adventure to 
discover what happened next......... 
Meantime you are encouraged to go 
and see the progress for yourself!]

Kathy's brother Chris Wright who 
(usefully) has a landscaping company!
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A Fond Farewell
We are sad to report that Alastair 
Moncur passed away peacefully 
in October. He was a contributor 
to these pages and a charming, 
seasoned resident of Thames Street.

Sonning Neighbourhood Plan
The team now numbers more 
than 20 people, including both 
the steering group and volunteers. 
(Contact us on hello@sonning.info)

Work is almost complete on the 
questionnaire designed to discover 
what it is that's important to you 

about living in our Parish.
We would really like every adult 
resident of Sonning (ie. 16+) to have 
a voice. After all it's the younger 
generation who will be the main 
beneficiaries of the Plan so it's 
important that we hear from them 
too.

Once the questionnaire has been 
tested on a few willing guineapigs 
it will be released into the wild. We 
hope that, early in the new year, it 
will be delivered to your door by 
one of the team so you should have 
the chance to ask any questions 
before completing it.

Don't panic! It shouldn't take 
more than 20 minutes to get 
through. Remember, if you don't 
have your say you won't get the 
chance to shape the community.

If you have to self-isolate and need 
help getting food or pills then call 
Sonning Support on 0118 907 6339 
or email hello@sonningsupport.org.

>>Bridge Ends
 

Sonning Twining Association     ....continued from page 3

Left: Councillor Trefor Fisher, 
presenting a gift from SPC to 
Ligugé Mayor Joelle Peltier to 
mark the 20th anniversary.
 
Right: The Joint Committee  
weekend in Angers in the 
Loire.  Lesley Green, Lynn 
and John Woodhouse with 
members from Ligugé  
including Jean Pompadou 
(grey scarf) the Chairman for 
many years.

Sonning and English lessons still continue to take place 
in Ligugé.  We have continued to welcome our Ligugé 
friends for the Sonning Regatta & Scarecrows weekend 
and have also participated in Ligugé’s own regatta on 
their River Clain.

Our joint committee weekends (held every two 
years) provide the opportunity to come together both 
formally and socially to plan for future activities and 
for the visiting committee to explore another area 
of the host country. Cholwell Hall near Bath was 
our venue in October 2019 with previous locations 
including Fordingbridge, Arundel, Cabourg, La 
Rochelle, Angers and Bordeaux.

At the end of Ligugé Way by the entrance to 
King George’s Field you will find our notice board – a 
special 20th anniversary gift to us from Ligugé. It is 
regularly updated by one of our committee members, 
Jean-Jacques Vizern, with wonderful pictures and 
French phrases.   We are a small committee and always 
welcome new members to join us especially those 
who may have links with young people. If you are not 
a member of the association and would like to join 

(Individual £5 /Family £10 per year)  please contact our 
treasurer, Trefor Fisher (trefor.fisher@hotmail.com) . 
There are also many ways that people can support the 
work of the association especially with hosting our 
visitors when they come to Sonning.

Ligugé is located about 5 miles south of Poitiers 
and has a beautiful 14th century abbey. In the Parc 
de Sonning you will find a bandstand, a red English 
letterbox and an oak tree planted in November 1995 
as part of the inaugural twinning events. Friendships 
first established 25 years ago still continue today and 
the 20th anniversary events held in both Sonning and 
Ligugé were such a special reflection of that. So, if 
you have never visited or are passing through you 
will always be guaranteed a warm welcome. We can 
help and advise you on the local area and answer any 
questions you may have.

The current committee is: Lesley Green (Chairman), 
Trefor Fisher (Treasurer), Jackie Jones (Secretary) 
David Bates, Glen Beard, Sue Jacobs, Jean-Jacques 
Vizern and Lynn Woodhouse.
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Dates For Your Diaries
The events that are organised by the Society are shaded in brown, other events within the 
environs of Sonning and Sonning Eye have a green background. 
Please note these events are what we hope will take place but they are subject to whatever Covid 
restrictions are in place at the time. Check our website for up-to-date information.

17th December onwards 
2pm & 8.15pm

The Mill at Sonning: Christmas Crackers. A gala of seasonal 
songs with West End stars Miranda Wilford and Christian Gibson.

Performances until 30th December 2020 
Tickets available from millatsonning.com

10th February at 7.30pm S&SES Executive Committee meeting via Zoom Members of the Society are very welcome

10th February onwards 
8pm

The Mill at Sonning: A Sentimental Journey: The Story of Doris 
Day with Sally Hughes playing the title rôle.

Performances until 14th February 2021 
Tickets available from millatsonning.com

12th March 
7.30pm

S&SES: The Pursuit of Pleasure: Victorian and Edwardian Leisure. 
Simon Wenham will whet our appetite for boating on the Thames.

Members of the Society and guests are 
very welcome

23rd or 30th March 
7pm

Film Club: The Quiet American. An adaptation of the Graham 
Greene novel set in 1950s Vietnam, with Michael Caine.

Tickets available on the door, 
programme starts at 7.30pm

Future EventsFuture Events

Bridge is the quarterly newsletter published by the 
Sonning and Sonning Eye Society 

email: bridge@sonning.org.uk     web: www.sonning.org.uk

>> Membership information
A warm welcome is extended to new members:			       
	 Mr & Mrs Muscroft			   Mr & Mrs Shinfield 
	 Ms K Drogmueller			   Mrs E Barry
Welcome packs for new residents are available from Lesley Heaney, our Membership 
Secretary (membership@sonning.org.uk), so please mention the Society when you chat to 
your new neighbours. We can also be found on Facebook and at www.sonning.org.uk.

TALK: The Pursuit of Pleasure: Victorian and Edwardian Leisure
Friday 12th March, 7.30pm for 7.45pm
Our Speaker, Simon Wenham is a part-time tutor in the Department of Continuing Education at Oxford University. He has written 
several social history books about the importance of leisure during that period. His talk will explore how society had fun and entertained 
themselves - with particular emphasis on boating and the growth of Thames-side boatyards like Salters and Hobbs of Henley.

Tickets will be available on the door but places may be limited so book a place in advance. Contact Penny Feathers by telephoning 
0118 934 3193 or email to penny.feathers@btinternet.com. Tickets £4 for members and £5 for guests.

FILM CLUB: The Quiet American       POSTPONED FROM LAST SEASON
23rd or 30th March, doors open at 7.00pm, film starts at 7.30pm
The Quiet American is a 2002 film adaptation of Graham Green’s best selling novel set 
in Vietnam in the early 1950’s. It was directed by Phillip Noyce and stars Michael Cane, 
Brendan Fraser and Do Thi Hai Yen. A veteran British reporter vies with a young U.S. doctor 
for the affections of a beautiful Vietnamese woman.

Cost of attendance is £5 for members (£6 for guests) on the door. Unfortunately, due to 
restrictions, no refreshments will be served. Cash or most credit cards accepted.

Our Next Events 
  We are hopeful that these events will be viable in the Pearson Hall but please check our website to confirm arrangements


