Newsletter of the Sonning & Sonning Eye Society

Life in the Time of Coronavirus

Issue 62 « Summer 2020

Jeremy Gilmore

We start this extended edition
of Bridge with an apology for its
inescapable delay. Bridge was put to
one side during the lockdown partly
because it was unreasonable to ask
people to hand deliver it and partly
sue to limited resourses. Also, under
the helm of two parish councillors, a
group of residents banded together
in order to organise support for
the elderely and vulnerable in the
parish. So resources were allocated
elsewhere. More of that on page 6.

In this extended edition we are
publishing the articles written for
issue 62 before Covid-19 precautions
were the new norm as well as some
that have been compiled since.......

NDP for Sonning
Let’'s take you back to February
when public gatherings were

permitted and 120 members of the
parish squeezed into Pearson Hall
for a public meeting to discuss the
Neighbourhood Development Plan.

The audience was definitely engaged

with the issue and a significant

group of people registered their

interest to help. The presentation

and notes from the evening are

available to view on the website:
sonning.info

Work on the NDP paused during
lockdown but now that restrictions
are easing we are pulling out
all the stops. Life goes on! The
recent planning application for 57
properties south of the A4 (amongst
others), on top of the government’s
recent announcements relaxing the
planning regulations, means that an
NDP will be more important than
ever.

Currently the Neighbourhood
Plan Steering Group comprises
eight people drawn from the
Sonning Parish Council and
members of the Society. We would
welcome help from all parts of
the community and in September
will be contacting those people
we know are interested. So if you
haven't already done so please let us
know if you'd like to be involved.

The next step is to start
“Building the Evidence Base”.
Basically this means that we have
to assess the landscape, its geology
and ecology; identify what defines
the character of Sonning Parish
and what it’s used for; and look at
the building design, including our
historic sites. Then we get to say
what we, as a village, would like
to see developed in the future. We
will be able to identify which areas
should be enhanced and, equally
importantly, which should not be
available for development. We also
get a say in what sort of buildings
we feel should be allowed in the
village so that they improve rather
than spoil our environment.

The “we” in the above paragraph

means all of us, the residents
of Sonning. We have to form a

consensus and put together an
NDP that will be welcomed by the
majority.

It is important that we also take
account of neighbouring parishes
and their plans, to that end there is
already a good working relationship
with the Steering Group for Eye &
Dunsden.

A lot is happening around us.
WBC’s Local Plan will shortly be
out for final consultation. Reading’s
new Transport Strategy, to create
a net zero carbon Reading by 2030,
will include a clean air zone, road
user charging, a third Thames
bridge and a new north orbital
route. South Oxfordshire District
Council’s Local Plan is also being
finalised. It includes the fact they
they ‘recognise the ambition
of neighbouring authorities for
additional connections across the
River Thames’, although few of the
affected parishes are in favour.

Before anyone gets too excited
as regards the possibility of a
third bridge relieving Sonning’s
roads, know that it is planned to
only be for public transport and a
segregated cycle/walking route.

The next steering group meeting
is scheduled for early September. If
you would like to be involved in this
important project please contact me
using jeremy@sonning.info .
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>sEye on Sonning
a view from the Bridge

Lockdown prevented us from
publishing Bridge in March so we
are publishing a bumper edition

in August! It seems more than six
months ago that the highly suc-
cessful public meeting to launch
the Sonning Neighbourhood Plan
held in Pearson Hall on Tuesday
18th February took place with over
100 residents attending. Drafting of
the Neighbourhood Plan is a joint
initiative between Sonning Parish
Council and the Society and a joint
working group has been set up to
start the process, with the assis-
tance of the many residents who
expressed a willingness to contrib-
ute. Jeremy Gilmore has agreed to
chair the working group and will

report on progress in forthcoming
issues of Bridge.

Judging by the record attend-
ance at the talk on “The Influence
of the Geology of the Thames Valley
on Agriculture and Industry” that
was given on 7th February (more on
page 8) it seemed that the Society
was hitting the spot by providing
talks on issues of local interest.

This winning streak continued with
the talk on Architecture of the Arts
& Crafts period (see page 9) but
unfortunately other planned events
have been derailed by Covid.

Now though, in August 2020,
we can dare to plan for live events
again so we have booked Pearson
Hall on 9th October for Owen
Green'’s talk on “William Smith, the
Oxfordshire Map Maker.” William
Smith published the first detailed
geological map of UK in 1815, the
first such map of any country. If we
are unable to hold the lecture live
we will run it on Zoom, so please
save the date and check on our web-

Executive Committee & Panels

site before the event to see which
method we will adopt.

We have also booked the hall for
the next series of Film Clubs start-
ing with the “Quiet American” on
Tuesday 27th October. The next five
films to be shown monthly from
November through to March will
be selected by popular vote either
by the audience at October’s film or
through an online survey.

Now that we are progressively
emerging from lockdown please
support our local businesses. The
French Horn, The Bull, The Great
House/Coppa Club and The Mill are
open for meals and will welcome
you with open arms (metaphorically
speaking of course)!

Patrick Hamblin, Planning & Traffic Panel

Meetings & Planning Applications

Monthly meetings of the Panel have been
held since the last edition of Bridge. Some
meetings have of course been virtual
meetings. No meeting was held in June
due to the small number of applications
and these only related to trees.

From December to July a total of 39
applications were discussed at these
meetings and separately by email.
Objections or comments were sent to
Wokingham Borough Council (WBC)
after these meetings relating to a small
number of applications.

Local Plan Update

A revised version of the Local Plan was
issued earlier this year by Wokingham
Borough Council (WBC) for public
consultation. The 170 page document
revealed only one reference to Sonning.
This was the Sonning Farm site
(reference 5S001-1.29 hectares). This
piece of land was a reserved site in a
previous plan for future development
as assite for affordable housing. The
Society had previously recommended

that part of this site becomes a car park
for Sonning, to help alleviate some of the
parking problems.

The decision by WBC to remove most

of the sites in Sonning from this edition
of the plan is understood to be based

on the suggestion of WBC for a new
Garden Town at Grazeley. If this does not
proceed then Sonning is again at risk of
further development.

A letter was sent supporting the
development of the Grazeley Garden
Town proposal as this would have
suitable infrastructure in advance of
development.

Old Bath Road Sports Ground
(The Old Regensians’ Ground)

No further comments currently.

Traffic

Panel members are participating

in a working group consisting of
representatives of Sonning Parish
Council, WBC, and others to endeavour
to find solutions to the road safety

problems in Sonning. Speeds of up to
80mph and 70 mph have been recorded
in Sonning Lane and Pound Lane

respectively.

A separate article (on page 7) details
some of the areas that are of current

concern.

Sonning Eye Flood Problems

Following involvement of the Sonning
Eye Action Group (SEAG) with Sport
England and other bodies in connection
with alterations made to the rowing
lake, it was now accepted that the flow
of water had changed, and installation
of a better drainage system is now being
considered.

Neighbourhood Development Plan

The front page article provides
information on the NDP.

SPC Planning Committee meetings

The Society has been an observer at all

the meetings since the last edition.

2 0000 000000000000 0000000DODO®O®OGOGO O G OO Bridgenewsletter ® Issue 62 « Summer 2020



A Rare and Fleeting Visitor

to Sonning Evye

Annabella Marks

When I called on my neighbours in Sonning Eye
at the end of January, I caught a fleeting glimpse
of a small white bird fluttering from the ground
near the bird feeder into a bush by their front
door. Paul Brown said it must be a newcomer

and managed to take the above photograph the
next day. Sadly these were the only two sightings
and it is likely that this unusual visitor may have
perished.

Neither Paul nor I could identify this bird so
Paul asked the opinion of the British Trust for
Ornithology. This is their response:

“Thank you very much for getting in touch with us.
This bird is likely to be leucistic....

... In terms of which species it is, the consensus
here is a Dunnock. Although it shows some features
in common with a Robin, its legs look too short for
this species and posture wise, it looks more like a
Dunnock.’

The plumage of leucistic birds lacks melanin
pigment since the cells responsible for melanin
production are absent. This results in white
feathers. If the normal plumage colour also
includes carotenoids (producing yellows), which
remain unaffected by the condition, the bird may
still have some coloured feathers.

Leucism is an inherited condition, but the extent
and positioning of the white colouration is
variable between the generations and offspring.
Since the genes are sometimes recessive

leucism may skip generations. It may also occur
spontaneously.

In leucistic birds the loss of pigmentation is
associated with weaker feathers that are more
likely to be damaged and this can affect the birds’
flight. This, and the fact that they are conspicuous,
makes them easy prey. Sadly we think that this
is probably the fate of this little bird in Sonning
Eye where there are some very active and bold
sparrow hawks. Even if it had survived it might
have had difficulty in finding a mate as leucistic
birds may not be recognised or accepted by a
potential partner.

Dunnock ( Prunella modularis)
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The Silver Bracelet and Poppy, who found it.

The Siulver Bracelet

Last Autumn I was showing my
seven-year-old granddaughter,
Poppy, how to metal detect in
the garden of Spring Cottages,
Sonning. I was letting her use
the metal detector around the
foundations of an old green-
house which had been demol-
ished to put a new one on the
site.

She was very excited to get
a signal, which when she dug
down into the earth, revealed
the silver bracelet.

We showed the bracelet
to Parish Councillor Trefor
Fisher who then undertook
the research which led to us
getting in contact with Diana
Brockie’s daughter, Lindsay, who
he had traced living in France.
Lindsay provided the following
information about her mother : -

“Diana Margaret Brockie was
born on the 15th July 1923 (Saint
Swithin’s day) in Crouch End,
North London. Her parents were
Doris Edna née Faithfull and
James Duncan Brockie. Doris
Edna was usually known as Edna
but the family all knew her as
“Bimmy" because this is what
Diana called her from a young
age. Edna’s mother was Emily
May who was born in 1859 at
Sandford Mill, Hurst, Berkshire.
She was the daughter of the local
Miller, William May and his wife
Sarah May née Minchin.

Unfortunately the marriage
was not a happy one and Edna
and James Brockie separated a
short time afterwards.”

The photo below, from about
1925, shows Edna (far left) with
her daughter Diana standing
next to her. The other two ladies
standing are Edna’s sisters and
their mother, Emily, is seated.
The Edna’s two sisters are Madge
(Marjorie 1894-1980) standing
behind Emily and Vi (Violet
1893-1980) standing to the right
with her daughter Joyce — the
baby with Emily is Violet’s
daughter “Peggy” (Pauline) - the
chap is William Oscar «Bill»
Henderson, the husband of
Violet, so father of Joyce and

Peggy.

Edna’s husband (Diana’s
father) is not shown. He was
James Duncan Brockie and they
married in 1922 in Edmonton,
London. It’s possible that Edna
and James were estranged at this
time as, in 1928 when Diana was
five, he emigrated to Western
Australia as a prospector. He
died there in 1944, presumably
without ever returning. The
photo was probably taken at
“Lyndhurst”’on Western Avenue,
Woodley.

“Diana and Edna lived in
Devon for a while after this, then
they moved to Bryant's Farm at
Dunsden - a property belonging
to Edna’s sister Pattie, who
married Walter Ford. Lindsay
knew that Diana spent a lot of

Doris Edna Brockie (far left), holding her daughter Diana’s hand. ¢ 1925.
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time with her various relations
around Hurst and Sonning. The
May family was quite large so
there were all sorts of cousins
around and Lindsay thought that
Diana was very upset when she
moved away to stay with her
rather dour Scottish relatives.
However, she was soon back in
the area when her grandparents
moved to Woodley. Diana was
around there during the Second
World War and worked at the
Miles Aircraft factory for a while.

She married Lindsay's father
in 1950 and Lindsay arrived
two years later, followed by her
brother Bob in 1954 and sister
Peggy in 1957. They lived for
a while in Norfolk but Diana
and Lindsay's father separated
in 1959 — after that they lived
in Essex. Diana died in 1996 in
Southampton (where Lmdsays
brother Bob was living).”

With regard to the bracelet,
the puzzling bit at first was the
date of 8th Nov 1918, as Diana
wasn't born until 1923. It was
presumably blank on the reverse
at that stage. These are Lindsay’s
thoughts on the matter:

“Lindsay had been puzzling
over the date of November 8th
1918 on the bracelet because her
mother wasn't born until 1923. She
was an only child.

However, her grandmother
Edna Doris Faithfull (later
Brockie) was in love with (and
possibly engaged to) a Cyril
Edwin Spinks - they met when
pupils at Hornsey Grammar
School. In 1915 he joined the
Royal Engineers having been
at university (studying either
Chemistry or training to be a
Chemist), and this probably
meant he was not on the front
line. In 1918 he asked to be

transferred to the newly formed
Royal Flying Corps. He was
killed in a flying accident on
the 4th October 1918 aged

Jjust 22. Apparently Lindsay's
grandmother was completely
devastated. Lindsay recalled
that every 11th November she
would bring out photos of Cyril
(this was after her extremely
unhappy and short-lived marriage
to Lindsay’s grandfather, James
Duncan Brockie).

So Lindsay wondered if the
bracelet was actually meant for
him.”

Trefor managed to solve the
code DUWX 194/4. In 1939,
the government produced a
National Register just prior to
WW2. Each property had a code
and each resident a number. In
1939, Diana, with her mother
Edna and grandparents (Albert
Edward & Emily Faithfull) were
living at “Lyndhurst”, Western

Spring Cottages, Sonning

Avenue in Woodley. Albert was
given DUWX 194/1, Emily 194/2,
Edna 194/3 and Diana DUWX
194/4.

The final puzzle left to solve
is how the bracelet came to be
lost in the garden of 2, Spring
Cottages in Sonning.

It is really amazing how much
can be discovered about people
with today’s inter-connected
world!

Alongside his sterling work as a
parish councillor Trefor Fisher has
a keen interest in genealogy and
a wealth of knowledge about the

village of Sonning.

sonning-pc.gov.uk/
svSonningGenealogy.php

g

S/Lt Cyril Edwin Spinks 04/10/1918 aged 22
Cyril was born in 1896 in Hornsey, north London.

He was fiance with Doris Edna Faithfull, but member of the 11th Squadron
Royal Flying Corps, was KIA before they could get maried.

For Doris's granddaughter, Lindsay Ellis l

Cyril Edwin Spinks, possibly the intended recipient of the silver bracelet
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Sonning Support Covid-19

Community Group

The Sonning Support Covid-19 Community Group (SSCV19) is the
rather cumbersome title of the village support group set up due to the
Coronavirus pandemic. It seems rather a long time ago that this horren-
dous threat crept up and then took over our lives in the early months

of 2020, slightly over 100 years after the Spanish flu pandemic of 1918 -
1919. It is interesting to note that despite about 230,000 deaths in Britain
in that pandemic, Woodley School was closed for only three weeks (as
noted in the Sonning Parish magazine).

Back to March 2020, when the Government announced the upcoming
lockdown, many residents in Sonning felt that they wanted to help
others in the crisis but did not know how to. The Sonning Parish Council felt that it was the ideal focal
point for the enthusiasm being shown. 700 flyers were printed and delivered to each household in the
parish. Many of you will have received one of these. In addition to running errands, we felt it important
to offer phone calls, if requested, to the elderly, vulnerable and anxious.

Meanwhile a posting was put on local social media asking for volunteers for the Group. The response
was truly amazing with over 90 offering to help us. A WhatsApp group was set up to coordinate
incoming requests with willing volunteers. Our first “shout” came within hours of setting the Group up
on 17th March, a few days before the main lockdown restrictions started on 23rd March.

As we needed to process payments, it was then necessary to make the Group independent from the
parish council. We sent out another 700 flyers giving a central phone number and email address. We
also wanted to ensure that our procedures were robust and devised various policies to cover this. We
didn't want our volunteers or beneficiaries handling cash, for instance. Everyone’s safety was of our
paramount concern.

After several requests a day at the inception of the Group, it has settled down somewhat. Many
volunteers are very kindly now dealing with their beneficiaries direct, relationships which may well
carry on way past the present crisis.

Some of the requests have been quite challenging and we are very proud of how our volunteers have
risen to that challenge. One of our first requests was to satisfy the dietary requirements of Dandelion,
an elderly cat that lives in Little Glebe. He (she?) only eats rainbow trout and his owner had run out.
One of our volunteers had delivered said trout within two hours ..... one happy cat and owner. We
managed to cater for Sonning’s wildlife too, providing best pork shoulder steak for Busby and Sprite, a
pair of red kites that also “hang out” in Little Glebe. As I say, we have some amazing volunteers.

The Group also helped with some of the logistics and to publicise various collections that took
place during the period of lockdown. These collections were in aid of the local charities - Wokingham
Borough Community Hub, The Cowshed, Woodley Foodbank and Berkshire Women’s Aid - and there
was also a close link with the Super Sonning Scrubs Sewing Team.

Going forward, we have been asked how long the Group will carry on providing assistance to our
residents. We will certainly carry on whilst there is a need and whilst we have the volunteers to cover
that need. Perhaps, once the crisis is deemed to be over, we simply remove the “Covid-19” from our title
and continue as the Sonning Support Community Group.

Tel: 0118 907 6339 Email: CovidSupport@sonning.info Web: sscv19.sonning.info
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Road Safety in Sonning

Jeremy Gilmore & Trefor Fisher

The tragic accident causing the
death of a cyclist on Thames Street
in June has highlighted the fact that

our roads are a cause for concern.

Sonning Parish Council (SPC)
published their Road Safety Report
in June - there’s a link on the front
page of their website. The article is
comprehensive so we won't repeat
it here but it is certainly worth
reading.

Road safety affects us all and
the Society has offered to help by
establishing a joint working group
with SPC. Trefor Fisher (chair of
the Highways Group) welcomed the
alliance and we recently met for an
informal (and socially distanced)
chat about some of the issues.

Traffic Volumes

The data from the device (officially
a SID - speed indicating device)
monitoring traffic on Pound Lane
show, unsurpringly, that the level of
vehicle movements dropped from
an average of about 26,000 vehicles
every week down to about 7,000
during lockdown. However the
volumes increased steadily from
the start of May and had returned
to just below their “normal” value
by mid June. SPC will continue to
monitor the situation on various
roads around the village.

Speeding Vehicles

60-70% of vehicles exceeded the
speed limit of 20mph but not by a
huge amount. The average speed

of all vehicles is just under 25mph.
Vehicle speeds on our roads are
above this figure in the early hours
but from 8am through to 10pm few
people exceed 25mph, no doubt
partly due to the volume of traffic.

Like much of the UK, we have
noticed an increase in overall vehi-
cle speeds during and after lock-
down. In Sonning there are a small
number of extreme trangressions
with speeds in excess of 60mph but
these generally occur overnight.

Pollution from Traffic

We have all seen the “switch off
your engine” signs at the Twyford
crossroads and it felt inevitable that
Sonning would suffer similarly. The
levels of nitrogen dioxide (NO?) are
monitored at Sonning Bridge and
also mid-way along Thames Street.

It is good to find that, over the
last few years, levels appear to be
dropping ever so slightly. In 2018
NO?at the bridge was 22pgms/m?3,
and up on Thames St 28pgms/m?.
This compares with 25ugms/m3
and 31ugms/m3 respectively in
2014.

(The official UK “Air Quality
Objective” is an NO? level of
40pugms/m3as an annual mean, but

we shouldn't be complacent.)

There is much to be done but little
can change quickly. It takes about
18 months to certify a member

of the public for Neighbourhood
Speed Watch, so unfortunately that
is a long term project.

We can help now on the HGV
front by sending any photos of
lorries contravening the bridge’s
weight limit to SPC. (But not while
you're driving please!)

The oft-mentioned and always
controversial Third Bridge has re-
surfaced as part of the North Read-
ing Orbital Route. But it seems clear
that even if this was to be built (and
that’s a big IF) the bridge would be
to promote public transport, cycling
and walking routes.

The main task of the working
group will be to keep pressure
on WBC’s Traffic Management
section to make improvements.
So do let them know your views.
Currently WBC are doing a review
on extending the 20mph zones,
up to the roundabout with the A4
on Pound Lane and as far as Blue
Coat School on Sonning Lane. And
there is talk of reducing the limit
on Charvil Lane to 30mph. Small
steps...
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Geology of the Thames Valley
Moo

The geological history of
the River Thames

Over 70 members and guests attended a very
interesting talk by Professor Peter Worsley on
Friday 7th February entitled “The Geological
History of the Thames Valley”.

Peter’s introductory notes summarised his talk
as follows:

The Thames is arguably Britain’s oldest river and its history is
probably the best understood in the world. Through the last
three million years. it has suffered major changes to the size of
its catchment area. Originally, its headwaters were in North

Wales and about one million years ago its headwaters were
drastically reduced such that today the crest of the Cotswold
hills define its upper limit. Throughout its existence the climate
has been characterised by cyclic fluctuations between ice-
house cold and temperate periods, possibly well over fifty
times. These climatic shifts have been driven by astronomical
variables. Inevitably the river has responded to these cycles
and repeatedly changed its nature through time. Gentle upfit
of the earth’s crust in the west and sinking in the east have
enabled the river to progressively erode the valley form which
we see foday.

The audience were treated to a canter through
the past three million years when the world
traversed through cyclical extremes ending
up with today’s familiar landscape. We were
fascinated to hear that there is geological evidence
showing that the Thames was maybe 160 metres
higher than it is today, not easy to visualize when
walking along its banks! It was also surprising
to learn that the mouth of the Thames estuary
used to be in Norfolk! In terms of its impact on
the inhabitants of the region, the chalk, gravels
and clays have influenced the buildings that we
see today and have driven the agriculture and
industries with which we are all familiar.

Social News

Pauline Simmonds

Our last talk was held in March.
Since then, like many other
Societies, we have had to cancel
or postpone events but now
with lockdown easing, we are
cautiously planning ahead — with
strict Covid-19 guidelines and our
members’ safety in mind.

On Friday 9th October we
have arranged for Owen Green,
from the Department of Earth

Science in Oxford, to give us a
talk on “William Smith the Ox-

fordshire Map Maker”. William
Smith’s unique map, depicting
the geology of England, Wales,
and part of Scotland helped to
shape the economic and scien-
tific development of Britain, and
according to a recent publication
“changed the World".

We hope that this talk will be
live in the Pearson Hall at 7.30
pm but if that is not possible
we’'ll use Zoom. Full details or
instructions will be available via
our website and will be emailed
to you nearer the time.

On Tuesday 27th October the
Film Club will meet again in the
Pearson Hall to show the first of
their Winter Films - “The Quiet
American” which had to be can-
celled in March.

The subsequent movies have
yet to be chosen and we will be
asking the membership of the

Society to select what should be
on this season’s programme.

Unfortunately we have been
forced to make the decision that
this year we will not hold the
usual Supper, nor host the usual
guest speaker after the AGM.
The AGM itself will definitely go
ahead although in a virtual for-
mat, probably using Zoom. We
will notify all members by email
in October with details on how
to register their votes before-
hand and thence how to join the
meeting.

PLEASE NOTE: Sadly, because
of current restrictions, we will
not be serving wine or other
refreshments in the Pearson
Hall but we look forward very
much to seeing you again soon.
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Arts & Crafts Architecture

The aim of our last lecture, in March, was
to have a strong village focus featuring the
architect Edwin Lutyens and The Deanery
Garden, commissioned by Edward Hudson in
1895. Richard Havelock, the speaker, however
introduced us to a much wider variety of
architects and fashionable houses all built during
the Arts & Craft period and beyond.

As background he explained the influence of
Pugin and Ruskin. He stressed the part played
by patrons and the new periodicals like ‘Country
Life’ and “The Studio’. He also touched on Lutyens
later works but the main emphasis was on his
well-known country houses at the turn of the
century. The excellent images, some in black and
white, all helped to display the originality of his
designs and enabled us to take a closer look as his
style developed. The Deanery and Gertrude Jekyll's
garden, as well as Folly Farm, Goddards, Tigbourne
Court and Munstead Wood in Surrey were all
covered and clearly explained.

Earlier examples of the Arts and Craft style,
like The Red House by Philip Webb and the mock
Tudor mansion Cragside by Norman Shaw, were
also well illustrated - along with some fascinating
interiors by the architect, C.F.A. Voysey. The use
of coloured brickwork, traditional materials, and

Valerie Buxton

Lesley Heaney

I was sad to hear that Valerie had passed away in
May during lockdown.

Valerie has worked behind the scenes for many
years delivering copies of Bridge to our members
on the High Street and on Thames Street too. She
was always a delight to meet and would frequent-
ly invite me in for a cup of tea and a chat. She was
very proud of her family and talked of them fond-
ly. This is just a little about her early life:

After growing up in Chile with brother Clive
and sister Heather, Valerie met her late husband
Nigel, a travel writer, while working as a flight
attendant for BOAC in the 1960s - a job she
adored. Many happy years followed travelling the
world with Nigel and her children Adam, Clare
and David. In later life she made good friends
living in the village of Sonning where she was an
active member of the local Conservatives, helping
organise AGMs and social events, and of course
played her part in the Sonning & Sonning Eye
Society.

large gallery spaces was also featured along with
fireplaces, door hinges, irregular roof lines and tall
brick chimneys.

It was a fascinating and wide-ranging display
enhanced by some interesting village examples.
We saw pictures, for example, of Halsey Ricardo’s
Eyot House in Sonning Eye, the ornamental tiles
in St Andrew’s Church and The Acre built for
Holman Hunt in Thames Street — and ended with
the view of our humble but “appropriate” bus stop
in Pearson Road!

It was an excellent talk by a real enthusiast and
much enjoyed.

Goddards - built by Edwin Lutyens in 1900

Valerie Buxton with her granddaughter, 2009

This photo was kindly provided by her son Adam, who
mentions that the family are hoping to hold a memorial
service for Valerie in St. Andrews Church sometime next
year.
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An Early Life Story

Jane Gascoine

a while.

Jane Gascoine, of Sonning Eye,
recently celebrated her 92nd birthday
and was reminiscing about her first
husband and the traumatic time she
had many years ago.

It was 1953, my husband Jack was a
pilot in the RAF and we lived in mar-
ried quarters. On the 4th December
that year he was killed in an air crash
and there was a big military funeral
from the camp to the local church. At
the time | was in shock, | think.

Some friends, from the previous camp
we were on, were at the funeral and |
was going back with them to stay for

On the way we stopped at a pub for
a drink. Ruby and | were sitting at a
table staring at our drinks, while her
husband Johnnie, typically, was at the
bar chatting up the barmaid.

Ruby looked at me and then she
looked at Johnnie and said with a
heavy sigh “At least you know where
your bugger is!” Shocked silence....
Suddenly | saw the funny side and
started to giggle and then | started to
cry. It was the first time in three weeks
| had cried since Jack was killed. Ruby
couldn’t have said anything better to
releive the strain and tension | was
under.

| was a widow for ten years. Then |
met Jim and happily came to live in

this village in 1965.

Liz Barry’s Peruvian Home

Jane Gascoine

Liz Barry (who now lives in Sonning Eye) and her
husband (who worked for George Wimpey) lived
in Peru in the early 70s when her boys were very

young.

She had occasion to go back in 1980 and she
wanted to photograph the house to show the
boys. So she rang the bell at the gatehouse and
a maid servant with two Dobermans by her side
answered it. Liz asked her if she could come in
and the maid said “T'll have to ask the owner”. She
returned after asking and the answer was “No".

Plaza de Armas, Lima, Peru

Liz asked if she could come into the garden. Again
the answer was “No”. Liz then went for lunch and
decided to try again. “No” So Liz stood on the roof
of the car and took photos of the property over
the high wall and that was that.

It transpires that the owner of the house was
Klaus Barbie known as “The Butcher of Lyon”,
a senior ranking member of the Gestapo in Nazi
Germany. He had escaped to Bolivia and lived
there for a while. When the President of Bolivia
changed he moved to Peru and bought the house
where Liz Barry once lived. The Klarsfelds (the
French couple who dedicated their lives to
pursuing former Nazis) along with Mossad (the
Israeli intelligence organisation) were searching
for escaped Nazis in South America where many
went. Together they tracked him down and
brought him back to France for trial in the 80s.

Before he could be executed he died in prison
of a heart attack (he probably took a pill). His
name in Peru was Mr. Altman. One wonders if the
incinerated bodies of Adolph Hitler and Eve Braun
in the bunker were actually them or did they
escape like Mr Altman. They obviously had the
means of escape methinks!

Chris Clark - RIP

We are saddened to learn, Canon Chris Clarke our
Society's first Chairman and former Vicar of Sonning
1997 - 2008 passed away on 13th August after a
short illness. Our thoughts and prayers are with his
children and grandchildren.
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>>Bridge Ends

Email Updates from WBC

Wokingham Borough Council have
instigated a useful email service.

It was initially used to provide
Covid-19 updates but now includes
other borough information too. Go
to www.wokingham.com and enter
your email into the blue box.

Berkshire Gardens Trust

The latest communication advises
that they will be re-scheduling the
visits planned for this year to 2021.
They are hopeful that the Septem-
ber garden visit, Autumn lecture
and January’s AGM will go ahead
but will notify us closer to the time.

The Cost of Travellers

Sonning recently had a visit from

a group of Travellers. They initially
parked up on the Reading Blue
Coat field near Ali’s pond but, when
moved on, simply cut through the
fence onto King George V Fields.

We are grateful to the Parish
Council who had to organise for
baliffs to evict them, at a cost of
£4,000. That doesn’t include the
cost of cleaning up the excrement
and other detritus which they left
behind, nor the damage done by
motorbikes racing across the grass.

At the same time, coincidentally,
a man was seen taking photos of

Our Next Events

We are hopeful that these events will be viable but please check our website to confirm the arrangements

the houses in Sonning Meadows
(several residents reported him

to the police) and there were also
suspicious visitors to other parts of
the village.

Be Careful Out There!

We would not seek to cast suspicion
on any one individual or group of
people but in view of recent events
would caution residents to be wary
over the summer months. Parents
especially, should be aware of the
drug dealing that has been reported
on the playing fields and by cyclists
alongside the river, as well as the
recent mugging of a young man on
the towpath.
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From August The Mill at Sonning. The Restaurant is open Wed-Sat from
6.30pm and Sunday lunchtime, with a brand new & la carte
menu. The Waterwheel Bar is open Wed-Sat 1lam-5pm.

From August The French Horn is open from Wednesday to Sunday.

From August The Bull Inn is open during normal pub hours and they serve food

from noon to 9pm.

From August The Great House and the Coppa Club are open for business.

Information and restaurant booking
available from millatsonning.com

Information and restaurant booking
available from thefrenchhorn.co.uk

Information and restaurant booking
available from bullinnsonning.co.uk

Information available from
www.greathouseatsonning.co.uk

Bridge is the quarterly newsletter published by the
Sonning and Sonning Eye Society

email: bridge@sonning.org.uk web: www.sonning.org.uk
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