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SONNING NEEDS YOU!

Mike Hart, Chairman

Issue 61 - Winter 2019

Representatives  from  Sonning
Parish Council and the Society met
James McCabe, a senior planning
officer, and his team at Wokingham
Borough Council (WBC) at the
end of September to inform them
of the intention to draft a Sonning
Neighbourhood Development Plan
(SNDP). WBC assured us that
they would support this initiative
and provide assistance. They also
confirmed that there is Basic Grant
Funding to contribute towards the
associated costs.

Whilst this initiative relates only
to Sonning, the Eye & Dunsden Par-
ish Council has also committed to
preparing a separate NDP therefore
our two communities will be em-
barking on parallel courses.

As mentioned in the last issue of
Bridge the SNDP is the best tool we
have to combat the worst excesses of
unwanted development, particularly
in view of the Local Plan Update. It
gives us an equal voice in determin-
ing where and what form any devel-
opment should take. Without it we
will have minimal control over the
future design of our neighbourhood.

The next step is to kick off the
SNDP in a

PUBLIC MEETING
to be held in
Pearson Hall

at 7.30pm on
Tuesday 18th February

Members of the interim joint
SNDP steering committee, drawn
from SPC and the Society, will ad-
dress the meeting, the objectives of
which are as follows:

* To inform the residents of
Sonning what is involved in a
Neighbourhood Plan and why it is
important for Sonning to have one

e To explain how the SNDP must
tie in with WBC'’s Local Plan and
to summarise what is included in
the Local Plan Update, now in its
consultation phase

e To outline a schedule for
drafting the SNDP

» To pinpoint critical aspects
which need to be addressed

e To seek comments from
residents

 To seek volunteers to join the
SNDP committee in order that it is
fully representative of all Sonning
residents, organisations (including
schools) and businesses.

This last point is most important.
We should not underestimate the
amount of work that will be required
and although we have a nucleus of
people keen to see this through we
will need help from the community.

We will have a complex docu-
ment to put together. This can only
be produced following surveys of
the residents and businesses as well
as discussions with as many locals
as possible. All to ensure that we
take everybody's views into consid-
eration. We're eager to encourage
residents to get involved but particu-
larly any people with architectural
skills or experience with planning
policies.

Flyers will be delivered to all
residents prior to the meeting with
more information on the timing and
agenda for the meeting.

YOUR
NEIGHBOURHOOD
NEEDS
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>>Eye on Sonning
a view from the Bridge

Mike Hart, Chairman

The Society held its 16th Annual
General Meeting in Pearson Hall
on Saturday 16 November. As

in previous years, a copy of the
Annual Report was circulated

to members in advance so it was
only necessary for the outgoing
committee to summarise their
reports. The elections for

the new committee followed
and the outgoing committee
was unanimously re-elected

for a further year, the only
change being that the outgoing
Treasurer, Alan Furness, was
replaced by Joan Collins.

Alan had been searching for
a successor for some time and
we were all delighted to wel-
come Joan in that role and to
thank Alan for his many years of
service.

The AGM was followed by
a delicious dinner, cooked by a
volunteer on each of the nine

tables. The choice of menu,
purchase of ingredients and
delivery to each of the hosts/
hostesses was arranged by
Pauline Simmonds and members
of the Education and Social
Panel helped by Lyn Woodhouse
who organised the kitchen staff.
It was a very successful evening,
finished off by a delightful after-
dinner talk by Sally Hughes
from the Mill at Sonning who
was talking to the converted as
so many members frequent the
Mill. Sally reminded us of how
her parents had bought the Mill
in 1978 and turned it into the
unique business that it is today,
with Sally at the helm.

Talking of local events, I
would like to give a few plugs
here:

Film Club

The Society is running Film
Club nights in Pearson Hall
once a month during the winter
months, the forthcoming films
are Fisherman'’s Friends, The
White Crow, The Aftermath,
and The Quiet American. Details
of the movies can be found on
page 6 in this issue of Bridge.

Doors open at 7pm and the film

Executive Committee & Panels

Meetings & Planning Applications

Three meetings of the Panel were held
on 10th September, 1st October and 12th
November 2019. In all, ten applications
were discussed at these meetings. No
comments were sent to Wokingham
Borough Council (WBC) after our

discussions.

Local Plan Update

No further developments since the last
report.

Old Bath Road Sports Ground
(oid Redingensians ground)

The Panel are aware of the joint
announcement by the executive bodies
of the ORA and RFC to have the Old
Bath Road sports ground recognised as
a site for 100 new dwellings. The Panel is
keeping a watching brief on this .

Traffic

The double lines in Sonning Lane have
just been reinstated following their rapid
removal when the road was resurfaced.
The Society and Sonning Parish Council
(SPC) were in communication with
WBC regarding their reinstatement

and they have now been replaced with
the appropriate narrower lines in the
Conservation Area. Though it is unclear
if they are indeed primrose in colour, as
requested.

Following our request to SPC a
temporary speed indicator device has
been installed in Sonning Lane.

Neighbourhood Plans

You'll see on the front page that there
will be a Public Meeting to discuss the
Sonning Neighbourhood Development
Plan and we would urge you to attend.

starts at 7.30pm, tickets are £5
for members, £6 for non-mem-
bers including a glass of wine or
soft drink.

Pearson Hall

Don't forget that we have a
super location in the middle of
Sonning, the hall is available
to hire for regular or one-off
events at very reasonable rates,
contact the caretaker Jenny
Adams on 0118 969 7692.

Allotments

There are a few allotment plots
available to hire behind the
Robert Palmer’s Almshouses in
Pearson Road, contact Judith
Hart on 0118 969 8145 or email
judithhart214@gmail.com.

Sonning Buzz

Find out what is going on at
Sonning Buzz, a newsy Facebook
group that keeps you informed
about local events and lots
more.

Which just leaves me sufficient
room to wish all of you a very
Merry Christmas and a happy and
healthy New Year.

SPC Planning Committee meetings

The Society has been an observer at all
the meetings since the last edition.

Sonning Eye Flood Problems

Assistance has been provided to Sonning
Eye Action Group (SEAG) in connection
with concerns relating to the possible
construction of a wall in Caversham to
reduce the risk of flooding in that area
but with possible consequences for
Sonning Eye.

SEAG are currently gathering evidence
to test the Environment Agency’s flood
modelling system. |t appears that the
model is not correctly reflecting the
measured real-life situation, which then
throws into doubt all of the assertions
made about the Caversham plans.
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St. Luke’s Home for Sick Children

Researched by a U3A Group Based in Woodley

Jackie Powell

Jackie Powell is a member of the U3A history group
who have been looking at Woodley. This article is
an extract from a comprehensive document that was
produced detailing the history of St. Lukes.

The original location of St Luke’'s Home was

in Headley Road East, Woodley. Miss Ellen
Dashwood of Sonning first established the home
which was funded by donations and subscriptions.
In the early 1900s, serious diseases such as
tuberculosis were rife in cities and many country
towns and villages set up homes for the poor to
rest in the pure country air. The new St Luke’s
Home was a well known contributor to the
voluntary hospital movement and it improved and
was extended by the benevolent Miss Dashwood
who also established the Woodley Working

Men'’s Club here and, with her sister, the Sonning
Working Men’s Club.

New Premises Built and Opened 1906

A new bigger home was built at the other end of
Headley Road, near to the junction of Martin’s
Corner or as we now call it ‘the Woodley Round-
about’. The money came from a wealthy lady,

Mrs Segnitz who dedicated the Home in memory
of her little son who died age 9. It was opened in
1906 and a report of the ceremony appeared in the
Sonning church magazine.

St Luke’s Home Looked After Children Aged 2 to 15

Matron and assistant matron had been engaged

to look after the sick children, who were mainly
from London but some local children also came

to convalesce in Woodley. They had diseases

such as rickets, TB, hip disease and Huntington’s
disease. Each week it cost 5s and 6d to look after a
sick child. (25p in today’s money now worth over

£20) so it was necessary to keep on raising funds.
Even the King made a small annual subscription.
In 1907 there were 93 children admitted. A
patient called Leslie Andresen lived at the Home
throughout his childhood. He was the exception
though as most children only stayed for two or
three weeks.

Royal Visit of 1908 Princess Victoria

Princess Victoria's visit was well documented

in Reading newspapers at the time. She was the
President of the League of Mercy that supported
voluntary charitable works and was on her way
to Holme Park, Sonning to address the local
organisers. A welcome banner and bunting was
hung out to greet her when she arrived at St.
Luke’s and the picture below shows her meeting
the children in the garden before driving over to
Sonning.

The End of an Era

The coming of the Woodley Aerodrome meant
the end of an era. By the spring of 1935 there were
mounting concerns about the aircraft factory
buildings being so close to the Home and it was
felt no longer suitable for the children’s health.
The Home was sold in 1936. Under the name
“Hawkhurst” it became accommodation for Flying
School trainees. The airfield was used throughout
WW2 and closed in 1953. Later on, Hawkhurst
was home to a series of businesses at the site that
gradually changed into the industrial area we
know today. The building was knocked down in
early 2019 as part of a redevelopment scheme.

i

Top: New premises for St.Luke’s was opened in 1906.

Above: Matron Miss Pantin with Princess Victoria, whilst
resident Leslie G Andresen and others look on, 1908.
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The Pearson Hall Management Committee

Continuing our occasional
series on organisations in
Sonning we asked Lesley
Bates to tell us about the
Pearson Hall Management
Committee and the
wonderful building.

The Pearson Hall is a well-
known landmark in Sonning,
an imposing Victorian building
of red brick under a tiled roof.
With large gabled windows
and with its leaded lights facing
Pearson Road, it is easy to see
its association with Canon Hugh
Pearson, who was the Vicar of
Sonning for almost 40 years
from 1842 until his death in 1882.

Erected at the end of the 19th
century, and opened in 1889, the
Pearson Hall was named after
Hugh Pearson who bequeathed
£500 towards building a
community hall on land owned
by the Holme Park Estate, which
was held by the Palmer family.
The cost of the building was
£900 and this was defrayed by
public subscription.

At the time the Holme Park
Estate owned most of the village,
but in the early twentieth century
the estate was broken up and many
of the properties went into private
ownership.

In February 1903, an
indenture was conveyed on
the hall for the benefit of the
inhabitants of the village to
a trust, the sole trustee being
the Vicar of Sonning for the
time being, and by the Holme
Park Estate. In 1913 the hall
was vested in the Charity
Commissioners although
there was some doubt about
the validity of this and it was
not settled until the Rev.
Chris Morgan became Vicar
of Sonning and in 1995 took
charge of things. The charity is
regulated by conveyance and
the trust deed dated 26 February
1903 and by order of the Charity
Commission in England and
Wales dated 31 March 1995, that
established an approved scheme
for the charity.

Pearson Hall is now managed
by a committee of trustees,
consisting of one ex-officio
member (the incumbent for
the time being of the benefice
of St Andrews Sonning); six
elected members; and three
representative members
- Sonning Parish Council -
Sharon Robinson; Parochial
Church Council — Peter Rennie;
Sonning Club (formerly known
as Sonning Working Men’s Club)
- Tony Farnese. The 6 elected

members Lesley Bates, Richard
Brighton, Tony Farnese, Penny
Feathers, Sue Bell and Mike
Hart. Prior to this the vicar for
the time being was technically
the only trustee although there
had always been a committee to
manage the hall affairs.

Currently the only income
is from letting out the hall and
rent from the cottage and the
hairdressing salon. Previously
the cottage was for the live-in
caretaker and what is nowadays
the hairdressers was the village
Post Office. Regrettably the
Post Office decided that the
small sub-post office in Sonning
was no longer viable and the
village had to say goodbye to
the wonderful postmaster,
Mr Lister. He was a font of
knowledge along with postal
orders, stamps and other
miscellaneous articles. Mr Lister
was also a dab hand at repairing
kettles. The village had fought
hard to prevent the closure, but

the Post Office’s decision was
final.

Jenny Adams and her family
followed a long line of live-in
caretakers. When June and
Roly Hunt had occupied the
hall’s cottage the post office
was linked to the cottage
and was used as a bedroom.
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At some point it had became
impractical and the two areas
were separated and became
self-contained (possibly for
security). The cottage is now

let very successfully and most
tenants remain for several years.
Similarly the old post office was
converted to provide facilities
for the hairdressers and Natasha
has operated her business now
for many years. Without the
income from these two sources
the hall could not cover the
outgoings which become more
and more expensive every year.

Pearson Hall has always been
the central meeting place in the
village and now has a variety
of different users. During the
1930s the Village Players put on
many successful productions,
there were social evenings
and many existing clubs and
societies were using the hall for
meetings and events. During
the Second World War the hall
was requisitioned by the British
Army together with Berkshire
County Council (BCC). It was
necessary to install blackout
curtains and BCC had been
pleased to pay half the costs.

There was a welcome
resurgence in activities
during the early 1960s and
the Management Committee
felt it was time to invest in
redecoration, a new kitchen,
toilet and stage facilities.
It was envisaged that these
improvements would
attract private functions
and village activities would
increase. The cost of these
internal improvements was
approximately £1600 (1997).
Happily, the hall was found to be
structurally sound and in good
repair. The Fire Brigade Trust
made a contribution of £200 and
nearly £500 had been raised at a
Flower Arrangement Exhibition
and the Village Produce Show
(as it was know then) and the
extra money had been raised by
borrowing £200, interest free,
from four people in the village.

In the 1990s the Management

Committee, under the
chairmanship of Bob Noble,

decided on a more adventurous
scheme. This involved removing
the men’s toilets at the front

of the hall and incorporating

it in a new meeting room on
the land to the side of the hall
with male and female toilet
facilities, rebuilding the kitchen
and extending the structure to
include disabled toilet facilities
and a new changing/storage
room. A huge fundraising
exercise was undertaken after
Lottery Funding was obtained
on the understanding that 50%
of the funding was provided
from local contributions. This
remarkable achievement was
only made possible by the
dedication of the Trustees,
particularly Bob Noble and
Michael Forrest.

“All lovought the community

together in this wondev{u[ and
[v

historic vi“age ha

And so into the late 90s
with sell out productions
by the revived (1977) Village
Players, and then headlong
into the turn of the century.
Helen Clarke’s famous Burns
Nights, with her wonderful
singers and Dan Andrew’s
professionally trained Scottish
Dancers (including Jonathan
Crump and his memorable kilt),
Cathy Haille’s review, Suna and
Later, a brilliant and historical
(not to say hysterical) history
of Sonning from Sunna to the
present day (a sell out and well
worth repeating), street parties
(using the hall’s facilities and
earmarked in case of inclement
weather). All brought the
community together in this
wonderful and historic village

hall.

The Pearson Hall Social
Committee continue to raise
funds for items that might not
generally be provided by the
Management Committee and
their famous Christmas Suppers
are a sell-out. With David
Duval’s unique Christmas Carols,
Lynn and Andrew’s brilliant
menus, what’s not to like and

they continue to be the highlight
of the hall’s calendar.

After some consideration
the Management Committee
agreed to install a clock to
commemorate the Diamond
Jubilee of H M Queen Elizabeth,
which took place in June 2012.
The chosen clock was made
by Smith of Derby and was
of high quality as befitted the
dedication. It was anticipated
that the siting, on the very busy
Pearson Hall, would allow it to
be seen and appreciated by the
community as a whole and by
the numerous users of the hall.
It would be an outstanding,
permanent memorial to H. M.
the Queen. On October 19th
of 2012 the clock was unveiled
by the Hon. Mrs Theresa May
(MP). The clock remains a focal
point to this day.

And so life goes on, nothing
is ‘new’ each generation
inventing ‘new’ ways of doing
things but actually repeating
events that have been held
for over a century. Today you
can enjoy art classes, become
an active member of the W.L,
play table tennis, keep fit and
learn yoga all within this lovely
venue. The recent purchase
of a projector and new sound
system mean that the Sonning &
Sonning Eye Society’s monthly
Film Nights have taken off,
showing the most recent and
sought-after films. The help
of the Fire Brigade Trust, who
made it possible to purchase
these and other items, is much
appreciated.

Finally, without the hard
work and dedication, of the
Management Committee
(Trustees) both current and past,
none of this could take place.

Photos: The black and white one is
from some time in the late 1960s; the
colour one is more recent and shows
the memorial clock.
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HGVs in Sonning

Most of you will be aware of the 7.5 tonne limit
in Sonning, not only over Sonning bridge, but

in the whole part of the village north of the

A4. Unfortunately there are a number of HGV
drivers and coach drivers that choose to disregard
this. Sonning Parish Council is monitoring

the situation but needs residents to assist in

identifying offending vehicles.

If you see what you suspect is an overweight

rules.

sending warning letters to those breaching the

If word gets around the HGV community that
Sonning is not available to be used as a short-cut
for their vehicles, we can hopefully reduce or
eliminate this problem.

[Please make sure that any photo you submit is

taken by a pedestrian or a passenger. If you are the

vehicle in the village and especially on Sonning
bridge, please bring it to the attention of ClIr

Trefor Fisher (trefor.fisher@sonning-pc.gov.uk).
He is in contact with the West Berkshire Trading
Standards Officer responsible for prosecuting /

driver you should not be using a mobile phone!]

Photo credits: Lorry caught by Trefor Fisher;
Coach seen travelling from the Henley Road
witnessed by Andrew Barker.

S&SES Film Club

For those of you who haven't already
heard about our special £5 (£6 for
guests) Tuesday nights down at the
Pearson Hall allow me to let you in
on the secret. We are making use of
the recently installed high definition
projector and surround sound
system to show some of the recent
and not so recent motion pictures.

The films were showing in the
coming months were selected by the
cognoscenti who came to the first
showing this season (Colette).

Fishermans Friends is next
on the list, see opposite.

The White Crow is our first
showing in 2020 (Tuesday 21st Jan),
directed and co-starring Ralph
Fiennes, it follows a young Rudolf

Nureyev as a member of the Kirov
Ballet Company on their tour
outside the Soviet Union in 1961.

The Aftermath (Tuesday 25th Feb)
is set in post war Germany 1946
and deals with the rebuilding of
Hamburg. It stars Kiera Knightley
and Jason Clarke.

The Quiet American (Tuesday
24th Mar) is an adaptation of
the Graham Greene novel about
life in 1950s Vietnam. Starring
Michael Caine and Brendan Fraser.

7.00pm for 7.30pm, pay on the door,
cash or card. Includes a glass of wine.

MICHAEL CAINE BRENDAN FRASER

THE QUIET

“AMERICAN

600 0000000000000 000000O0OOOOOOO OO O O OO Bridgenewsletter » Issue 61 « Winter 2019



>>Bridge Ends

We accept credit cards!

We're pleased to announce that
the Society now has the capability
of accepting payment by credit
cards - either chip ‘n pin or (if it’s
permissible to say so) touch.

‘We have been trialling the card
reader at the Film Club nights

but will now be using it on most
occasions where an entrance fee is
required.

We will of course continue to
accept your fivers and tenners but
hope that this venture into the
modern world will help those who
mainly use plastic and phones.

Stay secure this Christmas

Please do not be overly worried

but it is that time of year when it is
important to be vigilant. December
has seen a couple of burglaries in
Sonning Eye and an attempted
break-in in Sonning. This last one
took place in the middle of the day
but the thieves triggered the burglar
alarm and scarpered.

If you'd like to know more about
what is happening locally then

the Thames Valley Alert pages
(thamesvalleyalert.co.uk) are a
useful source of information. They
send alerts to local Neighbourhood
Watch schemes but anyone can sign
up to receive the emails.

Eye & Dunsden NDP

As mentioned on the front page of
this issue of Bridge, Eye & Dunsden
held an inaugural public meeting
to discuss their NDP in October.
(Slides from the presentation are
at eyedunsden.org just click Plan
from the menu.)

The working group have just

had their first meeting. More
information is available from Ian Dick
(plan@eyedunsden.org).

Our Next Events

The Film Club continues with Fisherman’s Friends and there are two fascinating talks

FISHERMAN'S
FRIENDS
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Dates For Your Diaries

The events that are organised by the Society are shaded in brown but we now include other

view of village life. If you are the organiser of a forthcoming attraction that you would like to see
included in this list please contact us and email the details to bridge@sonning.org.uk

30th November
8.15pm

17th December2019
7pm

2lst January 2020
7pm

5th February at 7.45pm

7th February
7.30pm

18th February
7.30pm

18th February
8.15pm

25th February
7pm

13th March
7.30pm

24th March
7pm

15th April at 7.45pm

23rd April
8.15pm

The Mill at Sonning, First Night: Singin’ In The Rain
The ultimate feelgood musical directed by Joseph Pitcher

Film Club: Fisherman’s Friends, based on a true story about Port
Isaac, starring Daniel Mays, James Purefoy & Tuppence Middleton

Film Club: The White Crow is directed by Ralph Fiennes. It's 1961
and Rudolf Nureyev is on one of the Kirov Ballet’s world tour.

S&SES Executive Committee meeting in Pearson Hall

S&SES: A talk by Professor Peter Worsley - The Influence of the
Geology of the Thames Valley on Agriculture and Industry.

PUBLIC MEETING: Sonning Neighbourhood Development Plan.

very welcome

Pearson Hall

WHAT it is, WHY we need it and HOW you can help.

The Mill at Sonning, First Night: Relatively Speaking. A beautifuly
crafted, wonderfully funny comedy from Alan Ayckbourn.

Film Club: The Aftermath, set in post war Germany, deals with the
rebuilding of Hamburg. Stars Kiera Knightly & Jason Clarke.

S&SES: An illustrated talk by Richard Havelock about the

Architecture of the Arts and Crafts period.

Film Club: The Quiet American. An adaptation of the Graham
Greene novel set in 1950s Vietnam, with Michael Caine.

S&SES Executive Committee meeting in Pearson Hall

The Mill at Sonning, First Night: The House on Cold Hill.
A ghostly story by Peter James, adapted by Shaun McKenna

very welcome

Nic

>> Membership information

A warm welcome is extended to new members:

Nigel & Helen Lewis

Carter & Sue Ellen Atrides

Jennifer & Gareth Davies

Mr & Mrs Mills
Michael Firmager
Sam Akhtar & Tasmin Morgan

Welcome packs for new residents are available from Lesley Heaney, our Membership
Secretary (membership@sonning.org.uk), so please mention the Society when you chat to
your new neighbours. We can also be found on Facebook and at www.sonning.org.uk.
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Sonning and Sonning Eye Society

email: bridge@sonning.org.uk web: www.sonning.org.uk

Performances until 8th February 2020
Tickets available from millatsonning.com

Tickets available on the door,
programme starts at 7.30pm

Tickets available on the door,
programme starts at 7.30pm

Members of the Society are very welcome

Members of the Society and guests are

Performances until 18th April
Tickets available from millatsonning.com

Tickets available on the door,
programme starts at 7.30pm

Members of the Society and guests are
Tickets available on the door,
programme starts at 7.30pm

Members of the Society are very welcome

Performances until 13th June
Tickets available from millatsonning.com




