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Annual Report & Accounts of the Society 2019/2020

Executive Committee Report
Mike Hart, Chairman

The Society’s Executive Committee members this year 
have been: Mike Hart (Chairman), Bob Hine (Vice 
Chairman), Andy Bell (Hon. Secretary), Ali Driver, 
Joan Collins (Hon. Treasurer), Jeremy Gilmore, Patrick 
Hamblin (Chairman of Planning & Traffic Panel), Lesley 
Heaney (Membership Secretary), Annabella Marks and 
Pauline Simmonds (Chairman of Education and Social 
Panel). Trefor Fisher has continued to play an active role 
as the Sonning Parish Council observer at committee 
meetings, further strengthening the links between the 
two organisations.

Under the Constitution, Jeremy Gilmore needs to 
stand down as he has completed 3 years’ service but he 
is willing to remain as a co-opted member of the Com-
mittee. It is with deep regret that I have to report that 
Pauline is standing down, she has done a great job in 
conceiving and organising really interesting talks and 
she will be a great loss to the committee. Other than 
Pauline the current committee members are willing to 
stand again for election. More on this later.

This has been a very strange year for all of us. Your 
committee met five times during the year with good 
attendance at every meeting but since March the meetings 
have had to be virtual due to the Covid-19 restrictions. 
The year had barely started when the pandemic struck 
and this decimated our physical meetings although the 
panels continued to meet virtually as described in the 
section reports within.

Following the successful public meeting held in 
Pearson Hall in February ( just before lockdown as it 
happened) and the decision by SPC to proceed with a 
Neighbourhood Plan for Sonning a good start has been 
made by the Society working closely with SPC. Jeremy 
Gilmore has been appointed Chairman of the Steering 
Group and has assembled a group of volunteers to assist 
him deliver the plan.

The Spring edition of Bridge was delayed by the 
pandemic but this was made up by a bumper issue in 
Summer. As we have come to expect from him, Jeremy 
Gilmore has maintained a very high standard in all issues 
since he took over. We are very grateful to him for all 
his efforts not only for Bridge but also for the updated 
Society web site.

Regrettably the film club suffered from Covid-19 
restrictions along with other physical events and we 
had to cancel the March showing but the previous 5 
showings were quite well attended and we hope to 
restart showings as soon as possible. Many thanks to 
Rod Thomas for managing this initiative.

Our membership has remained stable during the 
year. We welcome our new members and thank them 
and our regulars for their interest and involvement in 
the Society’s activities this year, details of which are 
given in the following pages.

I would like to thank the volunteers who helped 
Pauline with the organisation and running of social 
and educational events and those who distribute copies 
of Bridge to our members. Their willing assistance is 
invaluable.

I reported above that apart from Pauline, current 
committee members are willing to stand for re-election 
again this year. We can’t rely on this happening year 
after year, we really need to identify new volunteers to 
rejuvenate the Society. If you or anyone known to you 
is ready to help please contact a member of your com-
mittee, you won’t regret it as the Society is a rewarding 
organisation to become involved in.

I’m sure we all wish we were in Pearson Hall patiently 
waiting for the formal AGM to finish so that we can get 
on with the real reason for our attendance, the annual 
dinner followed by an after-dinner  speaker. Let’s hope 
we can get back to normal in November 2021.

2019/2020

Pauline Simmonds welcoming people to one of the many talks she has 
organised over the years as Chair of the Education & Social Panel
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For this year’s report, the General Fund is analysed between the Village Voices project and Other Activities.
Sales of the Village Voices book continue with income during the last year amounting to £43.30 for 5 copies 

sold. By the date of this report total income from book sales was £3,659.40 and 401 books had been sold. 
As regards Other Activities, the excess of income over expenditure for other activities is £472.02 as analysed in 

the Financial Statement below, which together with the previous year’s credit balance brought forward, shows a 
credit balance carried forward £4,271.98.

Financial Report for year ending 31 August 2020
Joan Collins, Honorary Treasurer
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This is my seventh year as Chairman 
of the Planning and Traffic Panel. 
The current members of the Panel 
are Mike Hart, Andy Bell (Secre-
tary), Bob Hine, David Bates, Bob 
Hulley and Jeremy Gilmore, with 
additional assistance from Prof Ali 
Driver (Environmental Advisor). I 
would like to thank the Panel mem-
bers for their support throughout 
the year.

Panel meetings continued to 
take place monthly in the Sonning 
Club until Covid-19 struck and have 
been held virtually using Skype or 
Zoom since April. The dates are on 
the Society’s website (www.sonning.
org.uk) and the meetings are open to 
any member who wishes to attend. 
Please check before attending with 
a Panel member as it is sometimes 
necessary to change the date at 
short notice. If you wish to attend a 
virtual meeting, please contact me at 
patrick.hamblin@btinternet.com. 

The Society is also represented 
by an observer at the meetings of 
the Sonning Parish Council (SPC) 
Planning Committee, so that the 
views of the SPC can be considered 
by the Panel. These meetings are 
also now held virtually, and we have 
attended when necessary, based on 
the agenda items.

Lists of planning applications for 
both Sonning (published by Woking-
ham Borough Council) and Sonning 
Eye (published by South Oxford-

shire District Council) are available 
on-line and are also displayed on the 
Society’s website, and it is these that 
are discussed at the Panel meetings 
or by email if urgent.

From October 2019 to September 
2020 a total of 50 applications have 
been reviewed. This is in fact more 
than the previous year’s figure of 
31. Representations are made to the 
respective Planning Authority on 
issues that are seen to be significant, 
including supporting applications 
where appropriate. In the past year 
representations have been made to 
the appropriate authorities relating 
to various issues, including the 
following:
•	 Land to the west of The Range, 	
	 Old Bath Road
•	 Sonning Golf Club
•	 Holme Park Sports Club
•	 Land south of Old Bath Road
•	 Objections to certain locations in 	
	 the Local Plan Update

The Local Plan Update continues 
to be monitored but the latest details 
in the draft seen in early 2020 made 
only one reference to Sonning, this 
being the Sonning Farm site (ref-
erence 5S001), Garde Road, which 
had been retained from a previous 
plan. The Society gave its support 
for this proposal, which was for 25 
houses. The Society has previously 
recommended that part of this site 
also provides for a car park for the 
village. Most of the additional hous-

ing required would be provided by 
the proposed new Garden Town at 
Grazeley.

In connection with the traffic 
problems in Sonning, the Panel has 
recently offered to take part in a 
working group with Sonning Parish 
Council and hopefully with Wok-
ingham Borough Council, Thames 
Valley Police, and other interested 
parties. 

The Panel has had a discussion 
with the Chairman of Eye & Dunsden 
Parish Council in connection with 
a third Thames Crossing, which is 
being suggested by Reading Borough 
Council in its Transport Strategy. 
Further discussions with various 
parties are to be held to endeavour 
to understand the proposals more 
clearly.

The Panel has continued to 
support the Sonning Eye Action 
Group relating to flooding issues.

The aspect of the Neighbourhood 
Plan for Sonning is covered in a 
separate report.

Your Planning and Traffic Panel 
will continue to make comments 
to the relevant authorities where it 
is considered appropriate. We do 
not have success in every case, but 
we continue to believe that we have 
made a difference to Sonning and 
Sonning Eye.

We are pleased to report that despite a very quiet year our 
membership remains at a healthy 228, which is made up as 
follows: 

4 Corporate		  186 Double		  33 Single
		  5 Honorary Life members

We are always happy to hear of potential new members - if 
you see a new neighbour please contact Lesley Heaney via 
membership@sonning.org.uk.

Membership Report
Lesley Heaney, Membership Secretary

Planning & Traffic Panel Report
Patrick Hamblin, Chairman of Panel

Penny Feathers on the ”box office” desk for the Film Night
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1.  CHAIRMAN’S WELCOME 
Mike Hart welcomed everyone to the 16th Annual General Meeting of the Society.  He said that once again the event had attracted a full house 
and wished everyone an enjoyable evening.

2. APOLOGIES 
Andy Bell said that apologies for absence had been received from Lesley & Alf Heaney, Karin & Riaz Khan and Diana Coulter & Brian O’Cal-
laghan.

3. MINUTES OF THE LAST ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 
The minutes of the 15th Annual General Meeting, held on Saturday 17 November 2018, were approved without amendment on the proposal of 
Annabella Marks, seconded by Sue Bell.

The Panel’s report this year is brief 
but I’m pleased to say that the two 
events held at the beginning of the 
year were very successful.

Professor Peter Worsley gave us 
an interesting report in February 
on the geological formation of the 
Thames basin. With the help of nu-
merous maps and climate charts he 
showed us how the course of the 
river, as well as its height and estu-
ary, had changed over the last 3 mil-
lion years.

About 70 attended but by March 
we were all worried about the virus 
so the numbers were slightly lower - 
but at least we managed to hold the 
event - within days of the full lock-
down.

The topic was Edwin Lutyens and 
the development of Arts and Craft 
architecture.  Richard Havelock gave 

us an enthusiastic and comprehen-
sive report and as that period was 
particularly relevant to our village, 
it provoked numerous questions and 
comments from members at the end 
of the evening.

Sadly all our later plans for talks 
and village walks had to be cancelled 
but you’ll be pleased to know that 
we have started to book speakers for 
the new year – I’m sure things will 
improve!!

This is my last year as Chairman 
of the Education and Social Panel. 
I have thoroughly enjoyed working 
with everyone – especially the other 
Panel members, Annabella, Patrick, 
Penny, Joyce and Diana. The work-
load during 2020 has been lighter 
than usual but over the years all 
have contributed in a variety of ways 
– suggesting ideas, selling tickets or 

by providing much needed practical 
help and I thank them warmly for all 
their support.

Education & Social Panel
Pauline Simmonds, Chair of  Panel

Minutes of 16th AGM, Pearson Hall, 16 November 2019
 

Richard Havelock (on the right), chatting with 
David Bates, following his very successful talk on 

the Architecture of the Arts & Crafts Period

The inaugural public meeting in 
February filled Pearson Hall to 
capacity and the 120+ people present 
demonstrated how important this 
is for our village. A Neighbourhood 
Plan will help us to protect what our 
community values and to manage 
the future growth of Sonning.

After a hiatus while we all adapted 
to the new normal we have  had 
several virtual meetings and  are now 
developing a questionnaire to cover 

the various parts of the Plan: Historic 
Environment & Conservation Area, 
Housing Development, Landscape  & 
Environment, Social & Community 
and Transport & Infrastructure.

This questionnaire will be distrib-
uted in the new year and, we hope, 
enable all the residents to give their 
views on what they feel makes our 
neighbourhood special and what 
they would like to see for the future 
of Sonning.

Although Sonning Eye cannot 
be a part of the Sonning Plan we are 
working very closely with the team 
across the bridge with the hope that 
common goals can be achieved.

Distilling everyone’s desires into 
a Neighbourhood Plan is a huge task 
and we will need more volunteers. If 
you would like to know more please 
contact us via our Facebook page 
(@SonningNDP) or via our website 
(www.sonning.info).

Sonning Neighbourhood Plan
Jeremy Gilmore, Chair of  Steering Group
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4. BRIEF REPORTS FROM THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE AND PANELS  

a)  Chairman’s Report

Mike Hart said that his report was set out in the Annual Report & Accounts of the Society 2018/2019, which had been emailed to all Society 
members prior to the Annual General Meeting.  He told the meeting that Alan Furness had stood down as Honorary Treasurer after 11 years of 
service and that Joan Collins had taken on the role in April 2019.  Mike Hart thanked Alan Furness for all his hard work as Honorary Treasurer 
and presented him with a gift in appreciation of his valuable contribution.

Mike Hart went on to say that it had been a good year for the Society with some excellent, well attended, talks that had been organised by the 
Education & Social Panel.  The Planning & Traffic Panel had also had a successful year, notably the improvements to the parking situation in 
Sonning Lane.  He thanked Jesse Elzinga for his support and persistence in this matter.

Mike Hart continued by saying that the Society was pleased that Sonning Parish Council (SPC) had agreed to promote a Neighbourhood Plan 
for Sonning.  A public meeting was to be held on 18 February 2020 to launch the initiative and he hoped that it would be well supported by the 
community.

Mike Hart then spoke about Bridge.  He thanked Jeremy Gilmore for his hard work in producing such a high quality publication.  His first issue 
was number 51 and he was now about to publish issue number 61.

Mike Hart went on to say that following the commissioning of the improved audio system in Pearson Hall, the Society had launched its 
much-anticipated Film Club.  Three films were shown in January, February and March 2019.  The season restarted in October and will have 
showings up to March 2020.  Mike Hart thanked Rod Thomas for taking on the organisation of the club.

In conclusion, Mike Hart said that the membership of the Society had increased during the year and now stood at 233.  He thanked everyone 
for their support and the volunteers who help with the organisation and running of social events.  Finally, he thanked Lyn Woodhouse and her 
team for the supper that was soon to be served and Sally Hughes for agreeing to be the guest speaker. 

b)  Planning & Traffic Panel Report

Patrick Hamblin said that his report was also set out in the Annual Report & Accounts.  He continued by saying that, as well as considering the 
many planning applications for both Sonning and Sonning Eye, the Panel had been represented by an observer at all SPC Planning Committee 
meetings.  Patrick Hamblin then went on to say that the Panel was continuing to monitor Wokingham Borough Council’s Local Plan Update.  
Two new sites for possible development in Sonning had been added to the original list of sites after the deadline for comments of 15 February 
2019.  The Panel had commented on the additions and publication of the draft Local Plan was now awaited.

Patrick Hamblin said that the Panel was also monitoring the proposal to develop the Old Redingensians Sports Ground.  It was understood 
that the proposal was for 100 houses to be built on the site.

Patrick Hamblin concluded his report by saying that the yellow lines in Sonning Lane were to be reinstated.  He said that it had taken two years 
to get them installed and six weeks to have them obliterated.

c)  Education & Social Panel Report

Pauline Simmonds said that her report was also set out in the Annual Report & Accounts.  Four talks had been held in the Pearson Hall during 
the year.  They had benefited greatly from the use of the new audio-visual equipment.  She mentioned particularly the talk on Alastair Driver’s 
visit to Bardia National Park in Nepal.  This was clearly not a local topic but his first hand account of wildlife and conservation in that part of 
the world was fascinating and drew a large audience.  Other events were a visit to the Walled Garden on the Wormsley Estate with a pub lunch 
to follow and a Champagne and Strawberry Tea in a lovely garden in Thames Street.  Pauline Simmonds also mentioned the Heritage Walks in 
mid-September, which attracted more than 70 visitors over three days.  She finished her report by thanking Annabella Marks, Patrick Hamblin, 
Joyce Reed and Diana Coulter for their ideas and practical help and Penny Feathers for dealing with the sale of tickets.

5. TREASURER’S REPORT

Joan Collins said that the financial report for the year ending 31 August 2019 was set out in the Annual Report & Accounts of the Society 
2018/2019.  She said that the Village Voices book continued to generate income and that 396 books had now been sold.  Other activities 
had generated excess income over expenditure of £64.28.  The General Fund remained healthy with a credit balance as at 31 August 2019 of 
£6,746.67.  Joan Collins invited questions from the floor but there were none

6.  APPOINTMENT OF INDEPENDENT EXAMINER

Andy Bell said that it was understood that Allan Williams, who was not present at the meeting, was willing to continue as Independent Examin-
er for another year.  Mike Hart thanked Allan Williams, in his absence, for agreeing to do so.

7.  ELECTION OF OFFICERS

Andy Bell took over the Chair for the election of the Chairman.  He said that there was one nomination only.  The nominee was Mike Hart, 
whose nomination had been proposed by Jean Hutchinson and seconded by Suzanne Farquhar.  He invited someone from the floor to propose 
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the election of Mike Hart as Chairman.  Lesley Runnalls did so and Linda Peters seconded the motion.  The proposal was put to the meeting 
and agreed unanimously.

Andy Bell handed back the Chair to Mike Hart for the election of the Society’s three other officers.  Mike Hart said that the nominations were 
as follows: Vice Chairman: Bob Hine, proposed by Richard Moore, seconded by Magnus Smyly; Honorary Secretary: Andy Bell, proposed by 
Jean Hutchinson, seconded by Roger Hutchinson and Honorary Treasurer: Joan Collins, proposed by Annabella Marks, seconded by Lesley 
Heaney.  It was proposed by Penny Feathers and seconded by Jane Gascoine and agreed unanimously that the three aforementioned nominees 
be elected en bloc

8.  ELECTION OF EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEMBERS

Mike Hart said that there were three nominations for election to the Executive Committee. These were: Jeremy Gilmore, proposed by John 
Woodhouse, seconded by Heather Thomas; Lesley Heaney, proposed by Joan Collins, seconded by Trefor Fisher; and Pauline Simmonds, 
proposed by Lesley Heaney, seconded by Joan Collins.  It was proposed by Judith Hart and seconded by Gordon Jones and agreed unanimously 
that the three aforementioned nominees be elected en bloc.

9.  ANY OTHER BUSINESS

Mike Hart invited members to raise any other items of business but nobody did so. 

In the absence of any other business, Mike Hart thanked everyone for attending and closed the meeting.

The Sonning & Sonning Eye Society Film Nights 
will re-open with The Quiet American, 

we’re just not quite sure when!

Photos from last year’s AGM where guest speaker Sally 
Hughes, Managing Director at The Mill, enthralled us 

(many thanks to Nigel Leviss for these)


