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Annual Report & Accounts of the Society 2016/2017

Executive Committee Report
Mike Hart, Chairman

The Executive Committee members of the Society this 
year have been: Mike Hart (Chairman), Bob Hine (Vice 
Chairman), Andy Bell (Hon. Secretary), Ali Driver, 
Alan Furness (Hon. Treasurer), Jeremy Gilmore, Patrick 
Hamblin (Chairman of Planning & Traffic Panel), Lesley 
Heaney (Membership Secretary), Annabella Marks and 
Pauline Simmonds (Chairman of Education and Social 
Panel).  Trefor Fisher has continued to play an active 
role as the Sonning Parish Council observer at commit-
tee meetings, further strengthening the links between 
the two organisations.

We are always keen to welcome 
new committee members and 
we were delighted that Carol 
McDiarmid joined the Committee 
during the year. Your outgoing 
committee is willing to stand for 
re-election although our Treasurer, 
Alan Furness, would like to stand 
down having held this position for 
the past 10 years so we are looking 
for a volunteer with an appropriate 
financial background to replace him.

 With the addition of Carol the committee numbers 
exceed those in the constitution which is why there is 
an item in the Agenda for a change to the constitution 
in this respect. Your committee met six times during 
the year with good attendance at every meeting and 
as you will see within this report the panels have been 
very active. We are very fortunate to have such a strong 
and dedicated committee which is why we have decided 
to increase the size of the committee in order to retain 
this momentum from our committee members. The 
education panel has kept up a high standard of events 
with a wide variety of talks on interesting subjects, all 
of which have been very well attended, and the ever-
popular Heritage Walks have continued. Our planning 
& traffic panel meets monthly in Sonning Club (thereby 
supporting other local organisations) and as you will read 
inside it has made many representations to Wokingham 
Borough Council both in favour and against planning 
applications.

Traffic and parking issues have been particularly 
troublesome this year and a new joint working group 

has been forged with Sonning Parish Council to try to 
address some of these issues. We are looking forward to 
some success in reducing the parking and traffic prob-
lems in Sonning Lane. The new Headmaster of Reading 
Blue Coat School,  Mr Jesse Elzinga (who is to deliver the 
after-dinner talk this evening) is keen to see improve-
ments and has convened meetings with WBC, SPC and 
the Society to expedite the necessary changes to parking 
restrictions.

This year saw a change to Bridge. 
Diana Coulter, who had edited all 
of the 50 issues from the Society’s 
outset, had given us advance no-
tice of her intention to stand down. 
The Committee decided to create a  
small editorial panel to take on this 
role and they produced issues 51 
and 52 in a new expanded format 
of 8 sides. Jeremy Gilmore has done 
a great job in taking on the com-
pilation and arranging the printing 

of the new-look Bridge; we are very 
grateful to him for all his efforts not only for Bridge but 
also for the updated Society website.

This year also saw the finalisation of the Conserva-
tion Area Appraisal which was adopted by Wokingham 
Borough Council in February 2017. This was the culmi-
nation of a lot of hard work by many volunteers and will 
hopefully help WBC to ensure that planning applica-
tions take account of the character of the conservation 
area.

The Society is grateful to the Fire Brigade Trust who 
funded the supply and installation of the audio-visual 
system that you see in the hall tonight. It was success-
fully launched with a showing of a film by the Twinning 
Association last month and the committee has plans to 
start up a regular monthly film club in Pearson Hall. If 
anyone has an interest in helping to run this please let 
us know.

We have increased our membership during the year. 
We welcome our new members and thank them and 
our regulars for their interest and involvement in the 
Society’s activities this year, details of which are given 
in the following pages.

2016/2017

Large audience for Ali Driver’s Colombian talk
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For this year’s report, the General Fund is analysed between the Village Voices project and Other Activities.
Sales of The Village Voices book continue with income during the last year amounting to £56.90 for 6 copies sold. 

By the date of this report total income from book sales was £3,529.60 and 387 books had been sold. 
As regards Other Activities, the excess of income over expenditure for other activities is £66.40 as analysed in 

the Financial Statement below, which together with the previous year’s credit balance brought forward, shows a 
credit balance carried forward of £3,255.26.

£

General 3,188.86
Village Voices 3,035.85

6,224.71
EXCESS INCOME OVER
EXPENDITURE FOR THE YEAR

General 66.40
Village Voices 56.90

123.30
BALANCE AT 31ST AUGUST 2017

General 3,255.26
Village Voices 3,092.75

6,348.01

GENERAL FUND REPRESENTED BY:

CASH AT BANK - RESERVE ACCOUNT 6,300.00
CASH AT BANK - CURRENT ACCOUNT 48.01
BALANCE AT 31ST AUGUST 2017 6,348.01

£ £
MEMBERS SUBSCRIPTIONS 1,203.00 NEWSLETTER 619.28
AGM 1,512.00 AGM 1,632.04
SALISBURY CATHEDRAL TALK 239.00 SALISBURY CATHEDRAL TALK 89.19
WARGRAVE TALK 229.00 WARGRAVE TALK 79.16
BANK INTEREST 1.12 SUBSCRIPTIONS 109.00

GENERAL EXPENSES 302.66
LIABILITY INSURANCE 286.39

VILLAGE VOICES INCOME: VILLAGE VOICES EXPENDITURE:
     VILLAGE VOICES BOOK SALES 56.90                 Miscellaneous 0.00

EXCESS (DEFICIT) INCOME OVER 
EXPENDITURE FOR THE YEAR
   General 66.40
   Village Voices 56.90

123.30
3,241.02 3,241.02

I have reviewed the above General Fund and Income and Expenditure Account which are in accordance with 
the books and records maintained. In my opinion the accounts represent a fair summary of the General Fund 
and Income and Expenditure of the Society for the year ended 31st August 2017.

Sonning: A.G.A.Williams
                  21st September 2017 Chartered Accountant

SONNING & SONNING EYE SOCIETY

GENERAL FUND AT 31ST AUGUST 2017

INCOME & EXPENDITURE ACCOUNT 1ST SEPTEMBER 2016 TO 31ST AUGUST 2017

EXPENDITUREINCOME

We are particularly pleased to welcome 25 new members this year which means the Society’s membership stands 
at 218, which is made up as follows: 6 Corporate, 177 Double, 32 Single, 3 Juniors.

We are always happy to hear of potential new members -  please contact Lesley Heaney on 0118 969 7231 or 
membership@sonning.org.uk.

Membership Report
Lesley Heaney, Membership Secretary

Financial Report for year as at 31 August 2017
Alan Furness, Honorary Treasurer



Annual Report & Accounts 2016/2017  3

This is my fourth year as Chairman 
of the Planning and Traffic Panel. 
The members of the Panel are Andy 
Bell (Secretary), David Bates, Mike 
Hart, Bob Hine and Brian O’Cal-
laghan, with additional assistance 
from Ali Driver (environmental 
advisor). We are still currently short 
of representation from Sonning Eye. 

Panel meetings continue to 
take place monthly in the Sonning 
Club. The dates are on the Society’s 
website (www.sonning.org.uk) 
and the meetings are open to any 
member who wishes to attend. 
Please check before attending with 
a Panel member as it is sometimes 
necessary to change the date at fairly 
short notice.

The Society is also represented 
by an observer at the meetings of 
the Sonning Parish Council (SPC) 
Planning Committee so that the 
views of the SPC can be considered 
by the Panel. We have attended all of 
the Planning Committee meetings in 
this last twelve months.

Weekly lists of planning 
applications for both Sonning 
(published by Wokingham Borough 
Council) and Sonning Eye (published 

by South Oxfordshire District 
Council) are available on-line and 
circulated to Panel members for 
discussion at the monthly meetings 
or earlier if necessary. These are also 
displayed on the Society’s website 
under the Local News menu. From 
November 2016 to September 2017 
a total of 83 applications have been 
reviewed. Representations are 
made to the respective planning 
authority on issues that are seen 
to be significant. In the past year 
representations have been made to 
the appropriate authorities relating 
to various issues including the 
following:	

•	 	Great House
•	 	Little Tudor, Duffield Road
•	 Mill at Sonning
•	 Sonning Field
•	 Gladman Developments
•	 Land adjacent to Model 	

	 Farm Cottages
•	 Reading Blue Coat School
•	 Pool Court
•	 The Atrium
•	 Old Redingensians Sports 	

	 Ground

•	 Acre Field
•	 12a South Drive
•	 Keeper’s Cottage, Duffield 	

	 Road
•	 The Lawns, Old Bath Road

The Society has continued to sup-
port the Sonning Eye Action Group 
relating to flooding issues.

In April this year a cycle rack was 
installed in the St George’s Playing 
Field.  This was donated to the 
Society by Brian O’Callaghan. The 
cost of the installation was funded 
by the Scarecrow Committee.

The joint working group 
on parking, consisting of 
representatives from the Society and 
Sonning Parish Council, have met 
with representatives from The Great 
House and also with Jesse Elzinga, 
Headmaster of Reading Blue Coat 
School. In both cases talks have 
been constructive and in the case of 
the problems of parking by pupils in 
Sonning Lane Wokingham Borough 
Council are currently considering 
various options relating to parking 
restrictions.

Planning & Traffic Panel
Patrick Hamblin, Chairman of  Panel

Our various ‘visits’ and ‘journeys’, 
this year have allowed us to explore 
a number of different environments 
and cultural topics which I hope 
you have enjoyed.

In February we ‘travelled’ to the 
neighbouring village of Wargrave 
with the help of a presentation in the 
Pearson Hall by Peter Delaney, their 
Local History Society Secretary. 
He was an excellent speaker with a 
wealth of knowledge and we were 
able to trace Wargrave’s history 
and economic development from 
medieval times to the present. 
In April several members visited 
two museums, a traditional one 
on medical history and a modern 
one depicting English rural life. A 
wide range of old equipment and 
memorabilia was on display and the 
different methods of presentation 

provided an authentic and 
interesting contrast.

A hot sunny afternoon proved 
to be ideal for our walk around the 
Thames Valley Park Wetlands in 
July. Many had visited before, but 
this time Professor Alastair Driver, 
one of our committee members, was 
the guide. He revealed numerous 
new facts about its evolution and 
inhabitants, and gave a fascinating 
insight, based on personal research, 
into the hidden wildlife of the area. 
Our final ‘journey’ went much further 
afield to the Colombian Amazon. 
Alastair Driver again entertained 
members with a wonderful range of 
images and film clips taken during 
his trip to the area in May. It was an 
important expedition and the well-
attended evening gave everyone 
a rare opportunity to share the 

experience with an expert.
The Society’s stand at the Village 

Show continues to be a very useful 
point of contact and, like our guided 
walks during the Heritage Open 
Days Weekend, helps to promote 
our activities and attract new 
members. All our events aim to 
bring members together, provide 
information to new residents 
and generally communicate any 
interesting conservation or heritage 
issues. Our grateful thanks go to 
the rest of the Panel. Diana Coulter, 
Penny Feathers, Lesley Green, 
Patrick Hamblin, Annabella Marks 
and Joyce Reed have all supplied 
ideas and practical help in planning 
the programme and we thank them, 
and Society members, for their 
invaluable support.

Education & Social Panel
Pauline Simmonds, Chair of  Panel
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Minutes of 13th AGM, Pearson Hall, 19 November 2016
1.	 CHAIRMAN’S WELCOME:  Mike Hart welcomed everyone to the 13th Annual General Meeting of the Society.  He said 
that it was good to see so many regulars as well as some new members.
2.	 APOLOGIES:  Andy Bell said that apologies for absence had been received from Shelagh & Peter Flower, Ali & Belinda 
Driver, Diana & David Bentley, Lesley & Alf Heaney and Barton and Elizabeth Guthrie.
3.	 MINUTES OF THE LAST ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING:  The minutes of the 12th Annual General Meeting, held on 
Saturday 21 November 2015, were approved without amendment on the proposal of Judith Hart, seconded by Penny Feathers.
4.	 BRIEF REPORTS FROM THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE AND PANELS
a)	 Chairman’s Report:  Mike Hart thanked the retiring Committee for all their hard work over the year.  He mentioned par-
ticularly Jeremy Gilmore, for his work on the Society’s website and Lesley Heaney for maintaining the membership records.  The 
Executive Committee had met on six occasions during the year, with good attendance at all meetings.  Trefor Fisher, a Parish 
Councillor, had attended many of the meetings as an observer and the Society had reciprocated by attending meetings of the 
Parish Council’s Planning Committee.  The membership of the Society was strong and the financial status was good.  All the talks 
and walks organised by Pauline Simmonds and her team had been well supported and the Planning & Traffic Panel had been 
very active under the leadership of Patrick Hamblin. Mike Hart drew the meeting’s attention to the display boards positioned on 
the stage.  These had been used in a recent exhibition that was part of the consultation process in connection with the Sonning 
Conservation Area Appraisal.  The appraisal was now in its final stages, some five years since its inception.  It was hoped that 
Wokingham Borough Council would adopt the document in early 2017.  Once adopted, it would be used when reviewing planning 
applications.  Mike Hart concluded by saying that the document was available on both the Wokingham Borough Council and 
Society’s websites.  Depending on the cost, copies might be issued to all membership households.
b)	 Planning & Traffic Panel Report:  Patrick Hamblin said that the Panel had met monthly in the Sonning Club and had 
attended all meetings of the Parish Council’s Planning Committee as an observer.  The Panel had reviewed 63 applications during 
the year and had made representations on six of them.  The Sonning Eye Action Group had been supported and cycle racks had 
been installed outside the Pearson Hall.  A further rack was to be installed in King George’s Field.  Parking in the village was in-
creasingly problematical and a joint working group with the Parish Council had been established to tackle this and other traffic 
issues.  Patrick Hamblin finished by thanking the Panel members for their support as well as Ali Driver, whose efforts regarding 
Sonning Cutting had been greatly appreciated.
c)	 Education & Social Panel Report:  Pauline Simmonds said that it had been another busy and successful year.  The talk on 
bees, given by two Sonning residents, had been greatly enjoyed, as had the Champagne & Strawberry Tea Party.  The Heritage 
Walks had been well supported and, in addition, guided walks had been arranged for two external groups.  In September, a fas-
cinating talk on Salisbury Cathedral had been well attended, with some very positive feedback.  Pauline Simmonds thanked her 
team for their hard work throughout the year and the membership for its continuing support.
5.	 TREASURER’S REPORT:  Alan Furness said that the financial report for the year to 31 August 2016 was set out in the An-
nual Report & Accounts of the Society 2015/2016.  He invited questions from the floor but there were none.
6.	 APPOINTMENT OF INDEPENDENT EXAMINER: The meeting noted, with much appreciation, that Allan Williams had 
agreed to continue as Independent Examiner for another year.
7.	 ELECTION OF OFFICERS: Andy Bell took over the Chair for the election of the Chairman.  He said that there was one 
nomination only.  The nominee was Mike Hart, whose nomination had been proposed by Patrick Hamblin and seconded by 
Andy Bell.  He invited someone from the floor to propose the election of Mike Hart as Chairman.  Jane Gascoine did so and Lyn 
Woodhouse seconded the motion.  The proposal was put to the meeting and agreed unanimously.
Andy Bell handed back the Chair to Mike Hart for the election of the Society’s three other officers.  Mike Hart said that the 
nominations were as follows: Vice Chairman: Bob Hine, proposed by Andy McCoy, seconded by Heather Hine; Honorary Secre-
tary: Andy Bell, proposed by Jean Hutchinson, seconded by Roger Hutchinson and Honorary Treasurer: Alan Furness, proposed 
by Andy Bell, seconded by Pauline Simmonds.  It was proposed by Penny Feathers and seconded by Gordon Jones and agreed 
unanimously that the three aforementioned nominees be elected en bloc.
8.	 ELECTION OF EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEMBERS:  Mike Hart said that there were five nominations for election to 
the Executive Committee. These were: Alastair Driver, proposed by Bob Hine, seconded by Andy Bell; Patrick Hamblin, proposed 
by Alan Furness, seconded by Annabella Marks; Lesley Heaney, proposed by Shelagh Flower, seconded by Peter Flower; Anna-
bella Marks, proposed by Pauline Simmonds, seconded by Jeremy Gilmore; and Pauline Simmonds, proposed by Alan Furness, 
seconded by Jeremy Gilmore.  It was proposed by Diana Coulter and seconded by John Woodhouse and agreed unanimously that 
the five aforementioned nominees be elected en bloc.
9.	 ANY OTHER BUSINESS:  Mike Hart invited the meeting to raise any other items of business. Ted Davey asked whether it 
was possible to install ‘sleeping policeman’ or other restrictions to reduce the speed of traffic in the village.  Mike Hart said that 
this was something the joint working group could look at.  Andy Bell added that the Parish Council was also hoping to reinstate 
its ‘speedwatch’ programme.  Sally Andreou questioned why there was so much more traffic in the village at weekends.  Patrick 
Hamblin replied that Sonning was an attractive place to visit, which was currently very much in the public eye. Pat Doyle asked 
about the Local Plan Update.  Patrick Hamblin said that it was very much a ‘wish list’ of sites for development.  The process of 
assessment was long and the Panel was keeping an eye on developments.
Mike Hart closed the meeting by thanking everyone for their attendance and wishing them an enjoyable evening.


